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By REvV. NEIL FERNYHOUGH

In the Light 23 In common parlance, the advent of something means that it is beginning, or coming
Season of Giving into view. Advent is therefore a very apt name to apply to this season. In common with most
Celebrating Common 45 | major faiths, ours is a narrative traditiaqwe convey our beliefs, values, and hopes through

Prayer stories. And at the centre of those stories is the one about Jesus of Nazareth. By reading about

his life and teachings we learn unique things about God, and about our place in the grand

: — narrativeg a narrative Christians define in threefold terms as creation, redemption, and
Symbolism and Religious 6 sanctification.

Language

Advent is the first chapter of the Christian story, the prologue, really: the coming of

The Ndandini Water Project 7 God into the world as a human being is foretold and proclaimed. A bold proclamation like this
carries equally bold consequences. What we are saying when we profess God incarnate is that
Cycling Across Canada 89 | there is a radical identification between the human and the divine. How empowering,

Moral Roundtable awesome, and; indeedc frightening is that?! That God decided to show such solidarity with

the human condition by taking on the life of Jesus in order to rescue humanity from spiritual
selfdestruction, cannot help but create a sense in us of our awesome responsibility and
accountability before the Almighty.

{Go I AfRF-Qa 283aAras Thecomplete identification of the spiritual with the physical feels right for Christians.

It feels right when we see the Spirit at work in the wondrous beauty and complexity of

Upcoming Events 1213 | creation. It feels right when we perceive that God feels and shares in our grief, joys, struggles,
FYR I O02YLX AaKYSyGao l'YR AG FTSSta NRAIKG 6K
as we pray and meditate, partake of the sacraments, chant and sing spiritual songs, and come
together in fellowship. Is it any wonder that the first hymn we sing of our New Year, Advent, is
O Come, O Come, Emmariudifter all, the Hebrew phrassnmanuel means nothing less

GKFYy aD2R Ada 6AGK dza dé

And so begins another cycle of the story, taking us through the birth of Christ
(Christmas), his manifestation to the nétebrew community (Epiphany), his brief and
dangerous ministry (Lent), his condemnation, trial, and execution (Holy Week), his defeat of sin
and death (Easter), and his ascension to heaven and gifting of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost). We
GKSy GF1S aS@OSNrft Y2yiGKa 6GKS SS1a FFGaSNI ¢t
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Christian story through the ages in the lives of saints and holy people.

Like the cycles of the seasons, or the cycle of a life, the cycle of the church year carries
with it both regularities and unexpected surprises. Our church life, our church seasons frame
the events that happen within it but we, the faithful, give those events shape and meaning.
Through our worship and ministry, our outreach and evangelism, our education and formation,
— and our fellowship and mutual care, we make the cycle come alive. For, ultimately, the stories

5 OFF 1 CE = are not a oneway narration intoned to a passive audience. Rather, they are an invitation to
WMl ol dialogue and to enter the story, to make it our own, and to adapt it to our lives as one might

—— ‘ ~| adapt a piece of literature to a screenplay, and a screenplay to performance.

Herald Submissions May this Advent be for all of us an opportunity to enter the story anew and claim it as
Submit your photos, articles, or our own. As God chose to walk with us as the human Jesus, may we choose to walk with Jesus
notices to: admin@sthilda.ca,or & OKAf RNBY 2F D2RX FYyR | a /KNARaGiQa 26y 02R
drop them off at the Church Of-  actions, invite the whole world into magical, miraculous, liberating stosnahanuell Happy
fice. New Year!

News, Updates, Etc. 10
Thanksgiving Pie Sale

Good St. Nicholas 14
Contact Information




Page?2 St . Hi l dads Heral d,

IN THE LIGHT
SUBMITTED BY STEPHANIE MoOUL

As | looked out on the morning, autumn sunlight wasfil-d [ A 3K A& AYONBRAOGOf&@ 3ISYSNER
tering through the trees, touching the water droplets

from a fierce early morning rain and creating a burst of To hold another in the Light you are asking for the secret
sparkle that played with the focus of what | was looking presence of the Almighty (however the other sees the

at. The potted Japanese maple on the deck is loosing i&vine) to tenderly hold the soul of the one you wait with.
crimson foliage as the light of day slowly decreases. A% his action also requires that | wait in Holy Presence in

we move through autumn, and come closer to winter, the sense that | must hold my heart, mind and soul open
light and colours are two things that will change dramatito the unconditional loving gaze of the Holy One. This is
cally. You want to hibernate and be enfolded in the not a place of fear but rather of opening your being in
warmth of places that are safe and protectedhere in- deep honesty in anticipation of that Love that transforms.
ner warmth and light make up for what this seasoncan-¢ KS ! YSNRA OFy wl 060A %X aAiOKI St
not give us. itself freely, filling all available

z < space. It,does not seek anything
There are seasons in our lives SL X v d ad b nin'n@rnd It@sl& not wl%t r

when the questions have no  \wait in peace until You stir you are friend or foe. It gives of
answers, when the storms are S itself and is thereby not dimin-
wild and unrelenting and what the waters within to act. AAKSRE @

grounds us seems threatened, May we be patient with
when pain- physical and emo- Creativity releases our soul to

tional comes to steal life from ourselves and with others. speak through movement,

us. At times fatigue is over- g2NRAX YdzaA O | NI
whelming and just getting O that we may have the tions that are expressions of

through a day is hardwork.  light of wisdom, and the beauty, holding emotions and
Sometimes questions sit within N N 302 NB <A ¥ a, wvaz
rsd ce rsmdrr  fRinn Ligh[ﬁs gsﬁaﬁkinﬁ

us and while we long for an- S
swers, there are none forth Psalm 105  the Spirit within you to move
coming. In the dark places we @2dzNJ az2dz > (GKS Sa
need light that opens us up to finding hope. image within you, to begin to

speak in a way only you and the Almighty can write the
| ydzYyoSNJ 2F @S8FNR 32 | Tk Beirginahe light has dne Ydar niessdgdbing K 2
Ay GKS [AIKGE FYR AYy (GKS ToR2NINGE {aAAFYSOS &hKOSS 2Ky 23K diSS LIS |- aii2S
words to me. While | have always appreciateditwhen 4 K G ¢ ONBIF GA @A (e gl 1Sya I

others have said they have prayed for me, this actionoff A 3Kd I yR RIFNJySaa GdSad | yR
being held in the Light is deeply meaningful. It has moveedhold another in the Light is to bring oneself to a place
me from the posture of telling the Almighty what | think of life, and to simply request life for the other.
should happen to moving into Holy Presence without an
agenda simply to hold another in this sacred place and Holding another in the Light seems to be a way of ac-
to know | am held in the place without others deciding knowledging the Mysteryof not knowing or needing to
what way the Almighty should move in my life. Those know. Itis a posture of simply allowing Holy Presence to
words seem to be a warm embrace that puts no requestld you as you wait for/with another. The act of holding
or conditions on how one should feel, how one should your own heart open with its own wounds while you hold
work through the questions, and it removes time limits omp the wounds (often unknown to you) of another. This
the grief or pain process. place seems to be less about movement and more about
stillness, of choosing life in the midst of unknowns and
W2KYy hQ52y2KdzS ¢ 0Sa Ay cKabsi 62271 !yIY [/ INr GKFG af
Ad GKS aSONBUO LINBaSyOS 2F (GKS 5AQAYySeo 'S Fftaz2 &N
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SEASON OF GIVING : A FAMILY EXPERIENCE
SUBMITTED BY JiLL HALLIWELL

The season of giving, or the season of consumerism?

lFa GKS YF3IAO 32yS 2dzi 2F @& 2dzNJ - I a
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A number of years ago, we decided to reconsider our extended family

/| KNAaGYlFra 3IATFG SEOKIy3ISo LyaasSl 3 3JA

decided to exchange the gift of a donation. Wow! What an impact it h
on our gift exchange time.

As each person opened their card and saw what donation had been made in their name, you could see and hear
the wonder of Christmas fignited in their eyes and voice. And, the conversation was much richer as we dis-
cussed the recipient people or organizations.

Over the years, we have put at least as much thought into choosing the donation as we ever did into choosing a
gift. These donation gifts have been in addition to our usual donation budget, and are chosen differently. Often

S KI @S 0SSy 6fS G2 3ASIFNI GKS OK2AO0S G2 | LISNBR2Y QA
youth, etc. We include or alternate between local and global projects.

¢tKAa @SINE 06SOldzasS 2F {i® I AfRIFIQa ! b aAftSyyAidzy 58S
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Happy giving!

CARVED INTO THE WALL OF HER HOME FOR

THE FOUR QUARTETS CHILDREN IN CALCUTTA

| said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope People are often unreasonable, illogical and-selffitered.

For hope would be hope for Forgive them anyway. , , ,
h hing: it with | If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.
the wrong thing; wait without love, Be kind anyway.

For love would be love of If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true
the wrong thing; there is yet faith enemies.
But the faith and the love Succeed anyway.

. . If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you.
and the hope are all in the waiting. Be honest and frank anyway.
Wait without thought, for What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight.
you are not ready for thought: Build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, people may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will forget tomorrow.
Do good anyway.
Submitted by Linda Smith Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough.
DAPGS (GKS ¢g2NIR (KS o0Saild e&2dz K

So the darkness shall be
the light, and the stillness the dancing.
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CELEBRATING COMMON PRAYER?
PART TWO OF TwO
By ReEv. NEIL FERNYHOUGH

olt is not necessary that Tradit:
Ceremonies be in all places one, and utterly

| i keé[ but] may be changed accordi
di versities of countries, ti mes,
manner s. 0

e
'}","\ [ 0

Article XXXIV of the Thirty  -Nine Articles of Religion

In my first instalment, | spoke about the challenges to Anglican doctrine, identity, and unity by what |
perceive as a crisis in common prayer. This crisis has global, national, and local dimgalertsg our
ability to coherently express our beliefs in worship, while reaching out to draw others in.

L R2y Qi oFyid NBFRSNAR (2 GKAY |BodkofE&nSrion Rrayed viak A y 3
converted to Anglican Christianity in part because | love its poetic cadences. As a seminarian, | would jok-
ingly tell associates that | intended to be buried in my Eucharistic vestments, Bible in one hand and Book of
Common Prayer in the other, since in that mien | would be fully equipped for heavenly worship!

Regardless of my own personal affinity, however, the vernacular of the seventeenth century (albeit of
an erudite sort) had become stiff and el@shioned by the nineteenth, and quaint by the twentieth. And
language that is quaint is quickly anachronistic, almost incomprehensible to many, and therefore a stumbling
block to faith. This violates the spirit of the twerftith of the Thirty:Nine Articles of Religionthe sixteenth
century document that is the closest thing we have to a summary statement of Anglican doctrine. It cautions
GKFGO aLd Aa | GKAYy3 LI FAYyEe@ NBLHAyFryld (2 GKS g2N
fA0 tNIF@SNIAY GKS [/ KdzZNOKXZ 2NJ G2 YAYAadiSNI G4KS { IO
thirty-fourth Article, quoted at the beginning of this essay, gives positive encouragement to practice liturgical
innovation.

This instruction needs to be embraced with all the more enthusiasm given the unfortunate peniten-
GAFf GKS2f23& NUzyyAy3d GKNRdAzZAK YdzOK 2F (GKS ./t
y2 KSFfGK Ay dzaé FyR FNB ddzyg2NIKe (2 3 G§KSNJI dzLJ
Penitence has its place, of course, but not as a dominant strain in regular Sunday wqrahipularly in
that great act of corporate Thanksgiving for our participation in the Kingdom: The Eucharist.

So what is the solution? Liturgical renewal is clearly not working at the moment in Canada, or it
would be working somewhere now. As itis, we are at a standstill. We have one authorized prayer book,
minimally changed in form and content over nearly 350 years, which is littleqiaed even that confined
almost entirely to the two daily offices and the service of Holy Communion. We have a second authorized
prayer book that was published as a reservoir of liturgiessmifessedhalternativeto the first book, which
is already showing its age and limitations after a quarter century. And we have a locally authorized pamphle
of alternative Eucharistic prayers.

ONIZAIDSIZ AN IO ZANIZ IS S22
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CELEBRATING COMMON PRAYER...CONG®r

Common prayer distinguishes the shared faith and identity of that part of the universal church known
as Anglican. But a sign of our collective failure to come to terms with a rapidly changing culture and theolog
is that so many congregations are abandoning it in favour-bbunse and borrowed liturgies, often uninten-
tionally sowing confusion about what it means to be a Christian, much less one who holds to the Anglican
tradition of living out the faith.

| think an argument can be made that there is a relationship between the psychological decolonisa-
tion of the Anglican world, the explosion in liturgical diversity, and the growing estrangement of some prov-
inces of the Communion from one another. | believe that one oféHeuilding blocks of our unity is a redis-
covery of common prayer. This does not mean going back to a single regdbetecan never happen
again. But clearly, common prayer is not stimulated when private (that is to say, congregational) liturgies are
RSOPSt 2LISR® vdz2iGAy3a F3AFAY FNRBY (GKS LINBFFOS (2 GK
and impetuous assaults made against [common prayer], by such men as are given to change, and have al-
ways discovered a greater regard for their own private fancies and interests, than to that duty they owe [the
OK dzNDK B d¢
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included liturgical material from around the Anglican Communion at our 10 am service. We used such di-
verse forms as an affirmation of faith from Ghana, a prayer of confession from Melanesia, a Eucharistic
LIN @SNJ FNRY {O20flyRZ I [2NRQ& tNI&SNJI FNRY bSs ¥
only things that all the material had in common were that they were (1) written in English; (2) recognizably
the liturgical acts they claimed to be; and (3) produced by a province of the Anglican Communion. What a
distance we have come from the universality of the 1662 BCP! If, indeed, it ever was as universal as its pro-
ponents have liked to claim.

| believe that sharing liturgies around the Communion, as we did here recently, helps keep the prov-
inces exposed to one another, and clear about the statements their public worship implies about what we
believe, as Anglican Christians. | am an unabashed lover of ordered worship. | take comfort in knowing that
am bound with Anglicans from Moosonee to Montreal as our voices rise as one. | appreciate that what | hea
on a Sunday morning is not the agenda of one person, or even of a parochial group, but contains liturgical
forms that trace their way back to the earliest Christians, reflecting a continuing shared consensus and affir-
YIFGAZ2Yy ® L Y TSR ¢6KSYy L aSS auKS fl g 2F o0S€¢AST
the lex credendilowing from thelex orandi It appeals to my intellect, conscience, heart, and spirit.

a® LINI @SN F2NI{dGdd | AfRIrQa A& GKIFG ¢S gAatt O2y
the Anglican mould through the fulcrum of our life of worship. | can easily see our parish at the forefront of a
renewed effort to reimagine the liturgy of the Anglican Church of Canada for tiec2htury and beyond.
May we all discover the value of common prayer, and seize its possibilities to build our shared life of faith.

We also have cultural realities. These include an aging and shrinking pool of identified Anglicans; a
technology (books) that many see as inappropriate to the expression of worship; and another technology
(the Internet) that makes cultural and written exchanges globally instantaneous. It is not pequacksed,
it is essential to our survival as a distinct branch of Christigrittgt we accept and respond assertively to
these realities.

OSIZAIBNIZASZAISSIZ A S A 24
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SYMBOLISM AND RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE IR

By DAVID MouL N :

[A1S 20KSNEX LQ@S LINRPofSYa gAGK Ylye 2F (GKS GNIRAGAZR
Many times on Sunday | find myself reciting or singing words that do not, or no longer, resonate as true for me.

| believe it is the literalism and the poetermined interpretations of these words that offend me. They offend

because they claim to have exclusivity in describing what is essentially indescritrebléter mystery and
incomprehensibility of God.

| have just read an excellent book by the Catholic theologian Paul F. Knittedtitletl i K 2 dzi . dzZRRKI L /
/ K NJ&A §andworid £ublicationshat addresses these problems with religious language. The following are excerpts
from this book that | find very helpful when confronted by language that I find difficult.

1)  All our words are symbols. There is no way to talk about the Absolute outside of symbols. They are pointers
to a Divine Mystery that is beyond us all.

2)  Symbols are objects, words, pictures, stories, or pieces of ordinary experience that make present or give
expression to realities that otherwise would be shapeless and indescribable. Symbols enable us to feel or
talk about things that in themselves are difficult to feel or talk about.

3) Symbols cause a story, word, or image to explode with meaning and can keep exploding with different
meanings down through the centuries.

4 ¢2 OlFff az2YSGKAYy3a | aevyozf 2N I YedK Aa yz2d4d G2 R
KIS KILIWLISYSR Ay LINBOAaSte GKS glreée (GKFdG AdG Aa NB
To get to the truth we have to let the symbols dance through our imagination before they can walk into our
intellects.

5)  Historical events form the bedrock of Christianity. But these events must come alive for us as symbols.
Unless the;exodus, the crucifixion become symbols that reverberate in our feelings and illuminate a
universal truth of our lives they are nothing else but historical events or persons that lived in the past.

6) To make adifferenceinourlived y [/ KNRAGA Yy f khsBhogzmdieEconieBymbah WES  dza
must look at what does this mean rather than what really happened.

Finally, Mr. Knitter makes a summation of uses of religious language that | may now be able to live with. He says:

0So all the words that | hear in the Sunday liturgy or read in the Bislerds like salvation,

end of time, second coming, Trinity, Mother of Gupithey are all pointers to realities that are
beyond us all as they are powerfully present. Powerfully present and yet at the same time
only fragments of what we might know and of what we will never know fully. If | can stake my
Life on fragments, know that these fragments are powerful enough to reshape my life and the
life of the world, but at the same time they are only pointers, never to be made absolute, or
final, or unchangeable.

So the next time a word from the liturgy gets caught in my mouth, | must remind myself that
it is only a fragment, try to make it a delicious fragment, and then swallow.

As much of a problem traditional Christian language presents for me, | need it. | livedrem it
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N DANDINI W ATER PROJECT
SUBMITTED BY SALLY HAUGEN

I was so glad Lwas in church on Suvnday, Septembgr 2V§mpt to access water through drjlling apleep vgell. A
KSFENJ ¢SNNE | YOIl OKQa LIND a Bh¥ projectAT2ryy had vndettdkén, altdr oslsRtmgy With 8 S
and water project! Because of my previous connectidfie village and its local water board, has two specific

02 { Gd ! yRNBgQa Ay t SVI’{SNJ I I Nb 2periN{a) the wéll ldifing, YeduibdmentR  {
I Af R Qa WI ydzZl NB s “;;' ) - adYmaintenance and (b) activities in
Millennium Development Goals, an support of water for the village, for
the MDG presentation at the Febru ‘Bﬁ example the cost of the survey, le-
ary 2009 AGM where it was decide J gally registering the project to ensure
to focus on water first and then edu ‘ it is restricted to benefiting the vil-
cation. lage, and obtaining clear title to the
land. It is expected that post drilling
That September morning | went awa t ) funds will also be used to help the
GKAY1AY3 AlG ot a ' Svdlage” Set up a drifrrigation com-
involved in something more at S munity garden, income from which

Il At RIFQa FyR (2 K 4 wauld used for fuel and maintenance
KSfL)] 6l & ol Rte y! ’ > forkhe generator and, if very success-
ever, Ben Eaton, the other MDG con = ful, for other village benefit pro-
mittee newcomer, who put those - grams. Much of the $100,000 fund-

c

thoughts into words for us both, al N ing for drilling the well has been

our first MDG meeting, two weeks ! raised/is being through a number of
later. He then volunteered to do the e Rotary Clubs including the Sunshine
aoStt OKIFINIE OAY CIN (i @oas| Rofaly Club. However, Terry

off fundraising for water in Ndandini, e 0StASPSa GiUKIFdG Ad A
while 1 took the needed time to read up on the backt K+ 4 {4 | Af Rl Q& AYyGSNBad Ay
ground information. /| £fdzo NBlLIftfte oAttt O2YS Ayiu2

mitment to us that every cent raised by us will be spent

Terry and his wife are travel agents who became inte&t0 water for the village.

ested in this particular village during a trip to Kenya a

few years back. Ndandini is a very poor village inThe MDG committee is solidly behind supporting this
drought prone area with a seiflentified problem of ac- project and hopes you will support it through envelope

cess to water. The current drought has been going &2 Y GA2ya YINJ SR abRFYRAYA °:
for 10 years. Sickness, disease and malnutrition are rife

due to water problems. Terry has just returned from

another trip there as a followap to help the village at-

Related websites
www.onevillageataatime.ca

http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid _8227000/8227391.stieed to watch!
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/africa/8211753.stm(re drought)
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/africa/8128681.stm(re power blackouts)

Ho

A
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8227000/8227391.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/africa/8211753.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/africa/8128681.stm
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CYCLING ACROSS CANADA
By EDITH TROUP

G, 2dz2NJ CFGKSNJ LINPPARSAE ¢gKIF(G @&2dz ySSR (2 gffoialit yard!l cadiddh sy LI | OF
wallet throughout the summer

September6,2009 LG Q& | fY2aid Rdzal® LQY &adlyRAy3I 2y (GKS LISRIf &z Lz
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whole country in my thoughts and in my heart, from sea to sea, from the day | left Vancouver 10 weeks ago. All the vidhther, a
KSFENIFOKS:S ff GK2asS YAtSa 2F KAIKgleXL f221SR 2dzi heg&dtl) (K¢
| had made it by bike.

First a few statistics: It was an organized tour through Cycle Canada, TalieduCanadanow in its 21 year. A group of 29 riders

from 8 Provinces started out from Vancouver on Jurl&\&Bile another group of 20 followed one day behind us. Twesiyof us

completed the 8000k in 72 days and the two groups merged on the ferry to Newfoundland. Two staff drmrena Buck with all

2dzNJ 6 A1 AY3 YR OF YLAY3I 3ISIEN (2 GKS vy Sadays Ve vyrled aniaSerafelofidh tsdvil & @
YR mMon] LISNI RF&d I NY¥SR gAGK Iy SEOStfSyidz RSOl At SRfacelhed | yF
elements.

What was most difficult was giving up my dream of cycling in a group. No one cycled at my speed (read, slow) or my drythm (sh
FNBI|jdzSyd oNBlF{1a F2NJ F22RX LINBFSNrofe 2dziaiARSU0 |yR L béngay Qi
slow meant | was anxious about getting to the campsite in time for dinner). By the time we entered Ontario, | was redigadalcto

that | could do each day alone, except certain hard ones, and on those days, God always gave me someone to keep meantbtivated
safe. Often it was Dawn, a lovely, strong cyclist from New Brunswick with a wonderful sense of humour. | was with Dawn on th
hardest weather day of all, in Saskatchewan. Early that morning, | had heard that a storm was coming, so | crammed gitany rai

on my bike. The day was sunny and hot until late in the afternoon when the sky suddenly went dark and lightning pealdtkeacross
horizon. | started pedalling and praying for all | was worth! Eventually thefgade winds, rain, hail, thunder and lightnifgrced us

off the road, where a young man (an angel in disguise) came to our aid and drove us to a hotel. As the storm was stitheloesxn

day, Dawn found a limousine service and a truck (for our bikes), so about 15 of us were spared riding 150k into a heddvded an

in luxury to the next campsite. It was a mucbeded unscheduled day of rest.

The hardest part of the whole trip was the Prairies. The Rockies, even the Coquihalla, and the Cabot Trail were eatgratimhexhi
because climbing and coasting mean you get your butt out of the seat, and training on the Sunshine Coast meant | wadlsised to
When the westerly winds blew across the Prairies, we flew! But headwinds or crosswinds made a short day seem long and arduous
We baked in the hot Western summer until Ontario, where we slogged through the wettest July on record. Add to that the itornad
Saskatchewan andthetfly R 2F a1 dZNNA Ol yS . Afté Ay bSé . NizyasAO1Z YR 48
weather (except snow!)

My bike kept its tune until we entered Ontario. | rode almost the whole way across Ontario with gears that did not chaegg.pro
Luckily, at a bike shop just before Kingston | had my gears fixed and bought a new saddle, which made the last 3 weslislgonsid
more comfortable. By the time we got to Quebec, | was staying away from the others on the tour so | could practise myiffrench
everyone | met. | savoured the time alone, to pray, to read, or to nap on a park bench. On the ride into Quebec Citycéidbcal
came up alongside me and started to chat in French. Half an hour later, he had to turn around and go back. But not tiitigoornde
know that | had clocked 27k/hr on his cycle computer! (I usually averaged 20Kk). | continued at that speed for anotheshaiter
wards.

An incident near the end changed my feelings about my fellow riders forever. The first day of the Cabot Trail in Novadbewia

glorious, flying up and down the hills and enjoying the views on a perfect sunny day. The next day was no less sunimiy, Hiut wit
minutes of leaving the campsite that morning, | had not 1 but 2 flat tires! | now stood near tears by the side of theitvadfora

the truck, where | could pack up all my gear and leave the tour. | felt absolutely defeated. As | waited, several réddrg ey
2FFSNBR (2 KStfLXD hyS 62YFYy KIFIR | &aLJl NB AgvgiSNIITd20ySA & KHE NI & f AK
rolled by, | was back on the road and smiling in the sunshine, with new determination to complete the last 3 days. | ifzaid no

320 GKSNB ¢gAlK2dzi GKS KSftLI 2F GKS LIS2L)X S L KIR aL)SyrdundimES & ¢
in the moment of my greatest need.

When the 2 groups merged as we boarded the ferry from North Sydney NS to Argentia NL, | met a cyclist from the othed gveup an
connected immediately. On the last 2 days, | was blessed with the perfect cycling panestayed right with me when | wakbe/,

Continued P9...
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and let me draft him in headwinds, thereby saving a huge amount of energy. And we were able to chat while cydiygidien

GKS 1ljdZASG NRBIFIR& ¢KAOK YIRS GAYS Fté& 08 hy GKS FAylnhaikib & 07
find alternate routes without the help of our map. Detoured, we knew the final dinner had already started. But when we finall

I NNAGSR i GKS K23Sf +y K2daNJ €1 35S 6S ¢gSNBE ANBSGISR gvalK | F
The last 2 days transformed the summer for me, so that | ended on a higher note than | thought possible. These days fmnfirmed

me the most important lesson that | learned while sitting on my bike for thousands of grilés Q @hat/y@uiare doinghat makes

0 KS SELISNR Sy Ohoybeaxdidéing i withRidihg the(lagt® days with Ed matie® dzNJ R dz  the ryfdstinkredi@la ¢
summer of my life. | thank God for giving me his company on the last 2 days to make up for the heartache of the previous 70.

22dzf R L R2 Al F3IFTAYK tNRolofeée y2d0 .dzi L K2LIS G2 dligf® YIye
adzNBY LQff ySSR (2 GNMHzaG D2R FT2NJ GKS aGNBy3IdK FyR OBeVmid yeé L
or even just beyond what we think we can do, God is always there to give us what we need, always just at the moment veleeh we n
it most.

SETTING THE M ORAL ROUNDTABLE
By ReEv. NEIL FERNYHOUGH

The concept of Christian morality is evolving and dynamic, and something we ordinarily like to avoid talking about.
It can convey unpleasant images. We may conjure up a stereotype of the hectoririgounie preacher, telling his audi-
SyO0S dKId GKS& FINB RIYYSR G2 KStf AT (GKS& R2yQi YSSi OFf
hot-button issues like abortion, divorce, capital punishment, and homosexuality which have divided faith communities and
destroyed relationships.

Yet if one accepts a divine being, or even a more amorphalgsigied spiritual reality, then it is hard to resist the
conclusion that we live in a moral universe. In other words, our existence is one in which our thoughts, speech, and actions
are judged according to fundamental, universal principles of right and wrong. Whether it is Buddhist Dharma, Islamic Shari
frgx 2NJ GKS WSGAEAK ¢2NIKXI Fff YI22N) FFHAGK Y2@SYSydaa aGSt
filment is joined with a standard of universal values is integral to religiousdesifity.

For Christians, morality is informed by a number of often incongruent streams. In our holy book, the Bible, a strict
code of life enunciated in the Hebrew scriptures (the Old Testament) is by turns affirmed and modified (or even denied) by &
uniquely Christian canon (the New Testament), which upholds an appeal to conscience as the basic arbiter of moral judge-
ment. Moreover, as a syncretic religigthat is, one that draws in people of diverse cultures and points of view, rather than
a tribal religion like Shinto or Hinduistd KNRA aG A yAGe KIF & y2 aOdzZ GdNBZ¢ | yR KI &
This is already seen in the accommodation of Gfieoman thought and cultural beliefs about right and wrong found in the
writings of St. Paul and the Acts of the Apostles.

In more recent times, Christianity has had to respond to the insights of science and modern philosophy. It is no coin
cidence that the end of the Reformation roughly coincided with the birth of the Enlightenment. In part, divisions in Christi-
anity reflected increasingly diverse ways of understanding how to make moral judgements, and what those ought to be. By
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, many Christian pastors and theologians were fighting an increasingly desperate
rearguard action against moral relativisnthe contention that ethical principles are not universal, but are socially, cultur-
ally, and historically contextual.

A main effect for contemporary Christians of both the complex foundation of Christian morality, and the ascendance
of moral relativism has been the adoption of a sort of informal situational ethics, viewing all moral actions througtsthe len
2F WS&adzaQ t20S O02YYIlIYyRYSyGo .dzi 6KIFG R2Sa GKAAa YSIyYy Ay
ethical aspect of our faith, and what sort of compromises do we make with a world in which ethics and morality are opaque
concepts?

Through AdventWednesdays at 7pnwe will explore these issues by examining four areas: loving our neighbour
(presented by Bruce Morris); relations with indigenous people (presented by Paula Sampson, Director of First Nations Minis
tries at VST); aging and the elderly (presented by Linda Varin); and consumerism and consumption (presented by me). Infc
mation about this program, calléthe Moral Roundtable: Christian Morality in thé'Zkentury is available in the bulletin, on
LI2AGSNE | NRPdzyR GKS OKdZNOKIZ yR Ay (KS FEe@SNI I OO2YLI yeaiy
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NEwWS, UPDATES & A NNOUNCEMENTS

PARISH CANONICAL ST. HILDA 0s
) As announced atf {i® | AfRFQ& { dzy[ = KT Red ibraricame&tb G A Y .
the services on| a good Fall sessionVe continue to you with the latest
Novermber 15th, | haye two classes, led by Bev Dall a books featured on a

the Reverend Neil : :
Fernyhough has been appointed tg Lois _Gory.The younger group 1s fo
serve as Rector of St Barnabas. cYSSing on Psalms this Fall and the
" older group iscontinuing to learn

New Westminster starting on Feb- _
ruary 1, 2010. We have been from the books of Genesis and EX(
blessed by his time with us and hjs dus. We have had several albes e .
future parishioners are fortunate| classes this Fall, including Thanksgjv/€ction in the Gathering Room. Our
indeed. ing and Remembrance Sundayve | newest books ar€ascadiaby

~ Neil has served us very well continue to correspond with our| Douglas ToddSpiritual directiorby
as interim priest in charge for the Fqgter Child Rehena, in Bangladesh. Henri NouwenGreat transforma-
last two years and has won many tion by K Armst h
hearts in this parish. He will be vern ) lon by Karen Armstrondn the
much missed when he leaves . We are happy to welcome Sidney realm of hungry ghostsy Gabor

In the meantime the Canoni{ and Jasper Bragg to our SundayMaté, The art of agindy Sherwin

cal Committee continues with thg School, along with their motherl Nuland to name a few excellent pur-
work of seeking a new incumbent. Kate. Everyone is looking forward tq
We are not at liberty to keep yoy 2 dzNJ / KAf RNBYy Q&
posted during this time of searching, yember 28, as well as the St. Nicho-

but please be assured that you wi las party on December 6So00n we

be notified in a timely manner wher . )
our work comes to fruition. will be very busy rehearsing for ouy

table in the Narthex.

As well please take those extra steps
to the Gathering Room to browse
and borrow from the extensive col-

=4
]

<

chases and donations, You ca

Re\?e§ é/eéfrch Bnllme‘}l’o?n ho?né/for b2
books by Title, Author and Subject

on our excellent and informative

us all in your prayers.
Bonnie Paetkeau Melissa Paolozza Diane Kozoris, Librarian

THANKSGI VI NG PIl E SALE AT S
LAURELLE FINDLER

{Gd 1 Af RI Gaewty foned gbdpofRitRusiastic bakers, held a very succe
Thanksgiving Pie Sale on Saturday, October 10, 2009 in the church hall. Parishione
involved by donating funds and fruit for ingredients; fruit from their gardens, picking
blackberries, supplying flour, sugar, shortening and pumpkin. The Society members
delighted to see 130 pies brought in for sale that morning and after only an hour and
the pies were all sold. Credit goes to those who worked hard on publicity.

The response from the parish and the community was amazing. Unfortunately seve
disappointed customers were turned away. A café sold pie by the slice with optional&&
whipped cream along with tea and coffee which drew customers to sit awhile and haf e R h
OKI & o I LK2dG2 3JFEfSNE 2F GKS S$@Syd 2y TR O 3
5 @AR az2dzf @ ¢KS altS NIXA&SR bmpcn F21I0 AR 5
funds to General Revenue to help reduce the deficit. A repeat next year is deflnltely
considering. As our rector Neil said, it was an example of parish life at its best.
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ST. HILDA 0s WEBSITE Saint Hilda’s By The Sea  Avsucay
SECHELT = BRITISH COLUMBIA # CANADA CANADA

WWW .STHILDA .CA

p - TIEET IR

Over the past few months the www.sthilda.ca.website has been improved and updated with many new features.
Below are some of suggestions on how to use the site.

Visit theBulletin Boardand Special Eventpages frequently as they will have the most up to date information
about current parish activities and on other news that may be of interest to our parishioners.

Take a look at the many video links.

Look at a brief history of St. Hilda @ho is St. Hildavebpage.

Listen to and see images of some of the music used at our Taizé serviceslaizthveebpage.

See slide shows concerning the Glass Sponge Reefs near Sechelt and in Hecate Strait and on the
environmental problems of using plastic bottles on fevironmental Sustainabilityebpage.

See and hear Archbishop Rowan William give a talk in 2008 on the need to support the Millennium
Development Goals. Go to the first of two pages devoted to the MDGs ddutreachwebpage.

And finally search the TED video presentations onLinkspage for very thought provoking fare.

The website boasts a good number of high definition photographs from recent church events. G&lmtbe
Albumswebpage and click on the various icons to access the pictures. By clicking on the smaller picture a
higher resolution one will usually appear.

By clicking onto théleraldor the Journalicons one can access the current and back issues of our church paper and
NBIR bSAfQa of23 O2yiGlFAyAy3d YIlye 2F KAa aSNy2yao

TheAbout WorshipLJ- 3S RSaONARG6Sa 2dz2NJ aSNIBAOSAE yR a2YS 2F 2dz
also see the Sunday readings in large font and alternative versions from the Good As New translation of
Scriptures.

For those of you who want to explore our diocese but more particularly our Coast by using an interactive
environmental map go to th€ommunity Mapon the Environmental Sustainabilitpage. This is truly an
amazing device if you take the time to explore the information the Environmental Steward has placed on it for
our local area of the Sunshine Coast.

These are just a few of the websites highlights. As you can see from the index on the left hand side of the webpage
there are many more areas of interest for you to peruse. If you have any thoughts or comments on how to make our
internet site even better please feel free to contact David Moul at dmoul@dccnet.com.

TED LODER, GUERILLAS OF GRACE

O extravagant God
In this ripening, redinged autumn, waken in me a sense of joy in just being alive
Joy for nothing in general except everything in particular
Joy in sun and rain mating with earth to birth a harvest
Joy in soft light through shyly disrobing trees
Joy in the acolyte moon setting halos around processing clouds
Joy in the beating of a thousand wings mysteriously knowing which way is warm
w2e Ay ¢l 3JIAy3T GFAfa YR 1ARAQ avYiaftsSa I
Joy in the taste of bread and wine, the smell of dawn, a touch, a song, a presence
Joy in having what I cannot live withagibther people to hold and cry and laugh with
Joy in love, in you and that all at first and last is grace
Submitted by Nancy Denham
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M EDITATION & C ONTEMPLATIVE SERVICE AT ST. HILDA 0s

YY)editation can
* efresh the mind

*R2educe *2enew a
stvess and velationship
crveate inpev with the
peace Sacved

Please join us for a meditation every
Wednesday morning at St Ailda's
Chuveh , Sechelt
from 11:30 am to 12:00 p.m.
FLollowed by a
Contemplative Cucharist




