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In common parlance, the advent of something means that it is beginning, or coming 
into view.  Advent  is therefore a very apt name to apply to this season.  In common with most 
major faiths, ours is a narrative tradition ς we convey our beliefs, values, and hopes through 
stories.  And at the centre of those stories is the one about Jesus of Nazareth.  By reading about 
his life and teachings we learn unique things about God, and about our place in the grand 
narrative ς a narrative Christians define in threefold terms as creation, redemption, and 
sanctification. 

Advent is the first chapter of the Christian story, the prologue, really:  the coming of 
God into the world as a human being is foretold and proclaimed.  A bold proclamation like this 
carries equally bold consequences.  What we are saying when we profess God incarnate is that 
there is a radical identification between the human and the divine.  How empowering, 
awesome, and ς indeed ς frightening is that?!  That God decided to show such solidarity with 
the human condition by taking on the life of Jesus in order to rescue humanity from spiritual 
self-destruction, cannot help but create a sense in us of our awesome responsibility and 
accountability before the Almighty. 

The complete identification of the spiritual with the physical feels right for Christians.  
It feels right when we see the Spirit at work in the wondrous beauty and complexity of 
creation.  It feels right when we perceive that God feels and shares in our grief, joys, struggles, 
ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀ ƪŜŜƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 
as we pray and meditate, partake of the sacraments, chant and sing spiritual songs, and come 
together in fellowship.  Is it any wonder that the first hymn we sing of our New Year, Advent, is 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel?  After all, the Hebrew phrase emmanu-el means nothing less 
ǘƘŀƴ άDƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦέ 

And so begins another cycle of the story, taking us through the birth of Christ 
(Christmas), his manifestation to the non-Hebrew community (Epiphany), his brief and 
dangerous ministry (Lent), his condemnation, trial, and execution (Holy Week), his defeat of sin 
and death (Easter), and his ascension to heaven and gifting of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost).  We 
ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ όǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ ƻǊ άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƛƳŜέύ ǘƻ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Christian story through the ages in the lives of saints and holy people. 

Like the cycles of the seasons, or the cycle of a life, the cycle of the church year carries 
with it both regularities and unexpected surprises.  Our church life, our church seasons frame 
the events that happen within it ς but we, the faithful, give those events shape and meaning.  
Through our worship and ministry, our outreach and evangelism, our education and formation, 
and our fellowship and mutual care, we make the cycle come alive.  For, ultimately, the stories 
are not a one-way narration intoned to a passive audience.  Rather, they are an invitation to 
dialogue and to enter the story, to make it our own, and to adapt it to our lives as one might 
adapt a piece of literature to a screenplay, and a screenplay to performance. 

May this Advent be for all of us an opportunity to enter the story anew and claim it as 
our own.  As God chose to walk with us as the human Jesus, may we choose to walk with Jesus 
ŀǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  [Ŝǘ ǳǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
actions, invite the whole world into magical, miraculous, liberating story of emmanu-el!  Happy 
New Year! 



As I looked out on the morning, autumn sunlight was fil-
tering through the trees, touching the water droplets 
from a fierce early morning rain and creating a burst of 
sparkle that played with the focus of what I was looking 
at.   The potted Japanese maple on the deck is loosing its 
crimson foliage as the light of day slowly decreases.   As 
we move through autumn, and come closer to winter, 
light and colours are two things that will change dramati-
cally.   You want to hibernate and  be enfolded in the 
warmth of places that are safe and protected - where in-
ner warmth and light make up for what this season can-
not give us. 
 
There are seasons in our lives 
when the questions have no 
answers, when the storms are 
wild and unrelenting and what 
grounds us seems threatened, 
when pain - physical and emo-
tional comes to steal life from 
us.   At times fatigue is over-
whelming and just getting 
through a day is hard work.  
Sometimes questions sit within 
us and  while we long for an-
swers, there are none forth 
coming.  In the dark places we 
need light that opens us up to finding hope. 
 
! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
words to me.  While I have always appreciated it when 
others have said they have prayed for me, this action of 
being held in the Light is deeply meaningful.  It has moved 
me from the posture of telling the Almighty what I think 
should happen to  moving into Holy Presence without an 
agenda - simply to hold another in this sacred place and 
to know I am held in the place without others deciding 
what way the Almighty should move in my life.  Those 
words seem to be a warm embrace that puts no requests 
or conditions on how one should feel, how one should 
work through the questions, and it removes time limits on 
the grief or pain process.   
 

WƻƘƴ hΩ5ƻƴƻƘǳŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ !ƴŀƳ /ŀǊŀ ǘƘŀǘ ά[ƛƎƘǘ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜέΦ  IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ  

St. Hildaõs Herald, Advent 2009 Page 2 

I N  THE  L IGHT  
SUBMITTED  BY  STEPHANIE  M OUL  

ά[ƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜƴǘƭŜΦέ 
 
To hold another in the Light you are asking for the secret 
presence of the Almighty (however the other sees the 
Divine) to tenderly hold the soul of the one you wait with.  
This action also requires that I wait in Holy Presence in 
the sense that I must hold my heart, mind and soul open 
to the unconditional loving gaze of the Holy One.  This is 
not a place of fear but rather of opening your being in  
deep honesty in anticipation of that Love that transforms.   
¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŀōōƛΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ǘǊŀǎǎŦƛŜƭŘ ǎŀȅǎ ά[ƛƎƘǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ 

itself freely, filling all available 
space.  It does not seek anything 
in return.  It asks not whether 
you are friend or foe.  It gives of 
itself and is thereby not dimin-
ƛǎƘŜŘέΦ 
 
Creativity releases our soul to 
speak through movement, 
ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŀǊǘΧǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀŎπ
tions that are expressions of 
beauty, holding emotions and 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ψǎƻǳƭ ǾƻƛŎŜΩΦ  ¢ƻ ōŜ 
held in the Light is also asking 
the Spirit within you to move 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
image within you, to begin to 

speak in a way only you and the Almighty can write the 
duet.  Being in the Light has one clear message - to bring 
ŦƻǊǘƘ ƭƛŦŜΗ  hΩ5ƻƴƻƘǳŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ άŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀǿŀƪŜƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀƭ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ǘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ    ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 
to hold another in the Light is to bring oneself to a place 
of life, and to simply request life for the other.   
 
Holding another in the Light seems to be a way of ac-
knowledging the Mystery - of not knowing or needing to 
know.  It is a posture of simply allowing Holy Presence to 
hold you as you wait for/with another.  The act of holding 
your own heart open with its own wounds while you hold 
up the wounds (often unknown to you) of another.  This 
place seems to be less about movement and more about 
stillness, of choosing life in the midst of unknowns and 
chaos. 

ŚL`x vd ad bnmsdms sn 

wait in peace, until You stir 

the waters within to act. 

May we be patient with 

ourselves and with others.  

O that we may have the 

light of wisdom, and the 

rsd`ce`rsmdrr ne e`hsg!ś 
Psalm 105  



People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered. 

 Forgive them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. 

 Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true 
enemies. 

 Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you. 

 Be honest and frank anyway. 

What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight. 

 Build anyway. 

If you find serenity and happiness, people may be jealous. 

 Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today, people will forget tomorrow. 

 Do good anyway. 

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough. 

 DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΧ  
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T.S. E LLIOT  

T HE  FOUR  QUARTETS  

M OTHER  T HERESA  
CARVED  INTO  THE  WALL  OF  HER  HOME  FOR  

CHILDREN  IN  CALCUTTA  

I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope 

For hope would be hope for  

the wrong thing; wait without love, 

For love would be love of  

the wrong thing; there is yet faith 

But the faith and the love  

and the hope are all in the waiting. 

Wait without thought, for  

you are not ready for thought: 

So the darkness shall be  

the light, and the stillness the dancing. 
 
 

Submitted by Linda Smith 

SEASON  OF  G IV ING :  A F AMILY  EXPERIENCE  
SUBMITTED  BY  JILL  H ALLIWELL  

The season of giving, or the season of consumerism? 
 
Iŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛŎ ƎƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛŦǘƛƴƎΚ 
 
LŦ ǎƻΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΥ 
 
A number of years ago, we decided to reconsider our extended family 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛŦǘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ΨŦƻǊΩ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ 
decided to exchange the gift of a donation.  Wow!  What an impact it had 
on our gift exchange time. 
 
As each person opened their card and saw what donation had been made in their name, you could see and hear 
the wonder of Christmas re-ignited in their eyes and voice.  And, the conversation was much richer as we dis-
cussed the recipient people or organizations. 
 
Over the years, we have put at least as much thought into choosing the donation as we ever did into choosing a 
gift.  These donation gifts have been in addition to our usual donation budget, and are chosen differently.  Often 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ 
youth, etc.  We include or alternate between local and global projects. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ ¦b aƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Dƻŀƭǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŦƛπ
ƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  {ƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ΨbŘŀƴŘƛƴƛΩ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ΨƎƛŦǘ ŜȄπ
ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩΦ 
 
YƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛŦǘƛƴƎ ŜȄπ
ǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Happy giving! 



C ELEBRATING  C OMMON  PRAYER ? 
PART T WO OF T WO 

BY  REV .  N EIL  F ERNYHOUGH  
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In my first instalment, I spoke about the challenges to Anglican doctrine, identity, and unity by what I 
perceive as a crisis in common prayer.  This crisis has global, national, and local dimensions ς affecting our 
ability to coherently express our beliefs in worship, while reaching out to draw others in. 

 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŦŜŜƭ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Book of Common Prayer.  I was 

converted to Anglican Christianity in part because I love its poetic cadences.  As a seminarian, I would jok-
ingly tell associates that I intended to be buried in my Eucharistic vestments, Bible in one hand and Book of 
Common Prayer in the other, since in that mien I would be fully equipped for heavenly worship! 

 
Regardless of my own personal affinity, however, the vernacular of the seventeenth century (albeit of 

an erudite sort) had become stiff and old-fashioned by the nineteenth, and quaint by the twentieth.  And 
language that is quaint is quickly anachronistic, almost incomprehensible to many, and therefore a stumbling 
block to faith.  This violates the spirit of the twenty-fifth of the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion ς the sixteenth 
century document that is the closest thing we have to a summary statement of Anglican doctrine.  It cautions 
ǘƘŀǘ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƛƴƭȅ ǊŜǇǳƎƴŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳōπ
ƭƛŎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
thirty-fourth Article, quoted at the beginning of this essay, gives positive encouragement to practice liturgical 
innovation. 

 
This instruction needs to be embraced with all the more enthusiasm given the unfortunate peniten-

ǘƛŀƭ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ./tΦ  !ŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ άƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻ άƘŀǾŜ 
ƴƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ ǳǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ άǳƴǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳƳōǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƭǘŀǊ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǊƎŜƴǘΦ  
Penitence has its place, of course, but not as a dominant strain in regular Sunday worship ς particularly in 
that great act of corporate Thanksgiving for our participation in the Kingdom:  The Eucharist. 

 
  So what is the solution?  Liturgical renewal is clearly not working at the moment in Canada, or it 

would be working somewhere now.  As it is, we are at a standstill.  We have one authorized prayer book, 
minimally changed in form and content over nearly 350 years, which is little used ς and even that confined 
almost entirely to the two daily offices and the service of Holy Communion.  We have a second authorized 
prayer book that was published as a reservoir of liturgies self-confessedly alternative to the first book, which 
is already showing its age and limitations after a quarter century.  And we have a locally authorized pamphlet 
of alternative Eucharistic prayers. 

 

òIt is not necessary that Traditions and 

Ceremonies be in all places one, and utterly 

likeé[but] may be changed according to the 

diversities of countries, times, and menõs 

manners.ó 
 

Article XXXIV of the Thirty -Nine Articles of Religion  
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CELEBRATING  COMMON  PRAYER . . .CONõT  

Common prayer distinguishes the shared faith and identity of that part of the universal church known 
as Anglican.  But a sign of our collective failure to come to terms with a rapidly changing culture and theology 
is that so many congregations are abandoning it in favour of in-house and borrowed liturgies, often uninten-
tionally sowing confusion about what it means to be a Christian, much less one who holds to the Anglican 
tradition of living out the faith. 

 
I think an argument can be made that there is a relationship between the psychological decolonisa-

tion of the Anglican world, the explosion in liturgical diversity, and the growing estrangement of some prov-
inces of the Communion from one another.  I believe that one of the re-building blocks of our unity is a redis-
covery of common prayer.  This does not mean going back to a single resource ς that can never happen 
again.  But clearly, common prayer is not stimulated when private (that is to say, congregational) liturgies are 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΦ  vǳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мссн ./tΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǾŀƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ 
and impetuous assaults made against [common prayer], by such men as are given to change, and have al-
ways discovered a greater regard for their own private fancies and interests, than to that duty they owe [the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘϐΦέ 

 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ  CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦŀƭƭΣ {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ 

included liturgical material from around the Anglican Communion at our 10 am service.  We used such di-
verse forms as an affirmation of faith from Ghana, a prayer of confession from Melanesia, a Eucharistic 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ ŀ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ YŜƴȅŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
only things that all the material had in common were that they were (1) written in English; (2) recognizably 
the liturgical acts they claimed to be; and (3) produced by a province of the Anglican Communion.  What a 
distance we have come from the universality of the 1662 BCP!  If, indeed, it ever was as universal as its pro-
ponents have liked to claim. 

 
I believe that sharing liturgies around the Communion, as we did here recently, helps keep the prov-

inces exposed to one another, and clear about the statements their public worship implies about what we 
believe, as Anglican Christians.  I am an unabashed lover of ordered worship.  I take comfort in knowing that I 
am bound with Anglicans from Moosonee to Montreal as our voices rise as one.  I appreciate that what I hear 
on a Sunday morning is not the agenda of one person, or even of a parochial group, but contains liturgical 
forms that trace their way back to the earliest Christians, reflecting a continuing shared consensus and affir-
ƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  L ŀƳ ŀǿŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŜŜ άǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜŦέ ǎƻ ƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǳƭǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƭŀǿ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊέ ς 
the lex credendi flowing from the lex orandi.  It appeals to my intellect, conscience, heart, and spirit. 

 
aȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ 

the Anglican mould through the fulcrum of our life of worship.  I can easily see our parish at the forefront of a 
renewed effort to re-imagine the liturgy of the Anglican Church of Canada for the 21st century and beyond.  
May we all discover the value of common prayer, and seize its possibilities to build our shared life of faith. 

 
We also have cultural realities.  These include an aging and shrinking pool of identified Anglicans; a 

technology (books) that many see as inappropriate to the expression of worship; and another technology 
(the Internet) that makes cultural and written exchanges globally instantaneous.  It is not perverse ς indeed, 
it is essential to our  survival as a distinct branch of Christianity ς that we accept and respond assertively to 
these realities.  



[ƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ LΩǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎǊŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƎƳŀΦ  
Many times on Sunday I find myself reciting or singing words that do not, or no longer, resonate as true for me. 
I believe it is the literalism and the pre-determined interpretations of these words that offend me.  They offend 
because they claim to have exclusivity in describing what is essentially indescribable - the utter mystery and 
incomprehensibility of God. 
 

I have just read an excellent book by the Catholic theologian Paul F. Knitter titled ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ .ǳŘŘƘŀ L /ƻǳƭŘ bƻǘ ōŜ ŀ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ (Oneworld Publications) that addresses these problems with religious language.  The following are excerpts 
from this book that I find very helpful when confronted by language that I find difficult. 
 

1) All our words are symbols.  There is no way to talk about the Absolute outside of symbols. They are pointers 
to a Divine Mystery that is beyond us all. 

 
2) Symbols are objects, words, pictures, stories, or pieces of ordinary experience that make present or give 

expression to realities that otherwise would be shapeless and indescribable.  Symbols enable us to feel or 
talk about things that in themselves are difficult to feel or talk about. 

 
3) Symbols cause a story, word, or image to explode with meaning and can keep exploding with different 

meanings down through the centuries. 
 
4) ¢ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻǊ ŀ ƳȅǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŘŜƴȅ ƛǘǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ  Wǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ άŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣέ ƻǊ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ  
To get to the truth we have to let the symbols dance through our imagination before they can walk into our 
intellects. 

 
5) Historical events form the bedrock of Christianity.  But these events must come alive for us as symbols.  

Unless the ςexodus, the crucifixion ς become symbols that reverberate in our feelings and illuminate a 
universal truth of our lives they are nothing else but historical events or persons that lived in the past. 

 
6) To make a difference in our lives - ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ǘƻ άǎŀǾŜ ǳǎέ ς history must become symbol.  We 

must look at what does this mean rather than what really happened. 
 

Finally, Mr. Knitter makes a summation of uses of religious language that I may now be able to live with.  He says: 
 

 άSo all the words that I hear in the Sunday liturgy or read in the Bible ς words like salvation,  

 end of time,  second coming, Trinity, Mother of God ς they are all pointers to realities that are  

 beyond us all as they are powerfully present.  Powerfully present and yet at the same time  

 only fragments of what we might know and of what we will never know fully.  If I can stake my 

 Life on fragments, know that these fragments are powerful enough to reshape my life and the 

 life of the world, but at the same time they are only pointers, never to be made absolute, or  

 final, or unchangeable. 
 

 So the next time a word from the liturgy gets caught in my mouth, I must remind myself that  

 it is only a fragment, try to make it a delicious fragment, and then swallow. 
 

 As much of a problem traditional Christian language presents for me, I need it.  I live from itΦέ 

SYMBOLISM  AND  RELIGIOUS  L ANGUAGE  
BY  D AVID  M OUL  
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I was so glad I was in church on Sunday, September 27 to 
ƘŜŀǊ ¢ŜǊǊȅ ¦ƳōŀŎƘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŘŀƴŘƛƴƛ ǿŜƭƭ 
and water project!   Because of my previous connection 
ǘƻ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ƛƴ tŜƴŘŜǊ IŀǊōƻǳǊΣ L ƘŀŘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ {ǘΦ 
IƛƭŘŀΩǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллф hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ 
Millennium Development Goals, and 
the MDG presentation at the Febru-
ary 2009 AGM where it was decided 
to focus on water first and then edu-
cation. 

 

That September morning I went away 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
involved in something more at St 
IƛƭŘŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƘŜƭǇ ǿŀǎ ōŀŘƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘέΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎΣ Ƙƻǿπ
ever, Ben Eaton, the other MDG com-
mittee newcomer, who put those 
thoughts into words for us both, at 
our first MDG meeting, two weeks 
later.  He then volunteered to do the 
άǿŜƭƭ ŎƘŀǊǘέ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄύ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ 
off fundraising for water in Ndandini, 
while I took the needed time to read up on the back-
ground information. 

 

Terry and his wife are travel agents who became inter-
ested in this particular village during a trip to Kenya a 
few years back.   Ndandini is a very poor village in a 
drought prone area with a self-identified problem of ac-
cess to water.  The current drought has been going on 
for 10 years.  Sickness, disease and malnutrition are rife 
due to water problems.   Terry has just returned from 
another trip there as a follow-up to help the village at-

tempt to access water through drilling a deep well.  

The project Terry has undertaken, after consulting with 
the village and its local water board, has two specific 

parts: (a) the well drilling, equipment 
and maintenance and (b) activities in 
support of water for the village, for 
example the cost of the survey, le-
gally registering the project to ensure 
it is restricted to benefiting the vil-
lage, and obtaining clear title to the 
land.  It is expected that post drilling 
funds will also be used to help the 
village set up a drip-irrigation com-
munity garden, income from which 
would used for fuel and maintenance 
for the generator and, if very success-
ful, for other village benefit pro-
grams.   Much of the $100,000 fund-
ing for drilling the well has been 
raised/is being through a number of 
Rotary Clubs including the Sunshine 
Coast Rotary Club.  However, Terry 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ άǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ 

ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ wƻǘŀǊȅ 
/ƭǳō ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦέ   IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳπ
mitment to us that every cent raised by us will be spent 
on water for the village. 

 

The MDG committee is solidly behind supporting this 
project and hopes you will support it through envelope 
Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άbŘŀƴŘƛƴƛ ²ŀǘŜǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέΦ  

N DANDINI  W ATER  PROJECT  
SUBMITTED  BY  SALLY  HAUGEN  
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Related websites 

www.onevillageataatime.ca 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8227000/8227391.stm Need to watch! 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/africa/8211753.stm (re drought) 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/africa/8128681.stm (re power blackouts) 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8227000/8227391.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/africa/8211753.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/africa/8128681.stm


St. Hildaõs Herald, Advent 2009 Page 8 

C YCLING  A CROSS C ANADA  

BY  EDITH  T ROUP  

ά¸ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōȅΥ ! ǎŀŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘΣ ƻǊ IŜΩƭƭ ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƭȅΦέ ς from a little card I carried in my 
wallet throughout the summer 
  
September 6, 2009Υ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘǳǎƪΦ LΩƳ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŘŀƭǎΣ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜōŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŀǊŘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳƛǘ ƻŦ {ƛƎƴŀƭ Iƛƭƭ ƛƴ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ b[Φ ! ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άDƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗέ !ǎ L ŎǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ǉull my 
ōƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘƻǇΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ LŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΧ L ƘŜƭŘ ǘhe 
whole country in my thoughts and in my heart, from sea to sea, from the day I left Vancouver 10 weeks ago. All the weather, all the 
ƘŜŀǊǘŀŎƘŜΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΧL ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻōōŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜŦΦ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ here, and 
I had made it by bike. 
  
First a few statistics: It was an organized tour through Cycle Canada, called Tour du Canada, now in its 21st year. A group of 29 riders 
from 8 Provinces started out from Vancouver on June 28th while another group of 20 followed one day behind us. Twenty-six of us 
completed the 8000k in 72 days  and the two groups merged on the ferry to Newfoundland. Two staff drove a 5-tonne truck with all 
ƻǳǊ ōƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƎŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎŀƳǇǎƛǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ άwŜǎǘ 5ŀȅέ ŜǾŜǊȅ п - 6 days. We cycled an average of ten hours 
ŀƴŘ молƪ ǇŜǊ ŘŀȅΦ !ǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƳŀǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ άǇōƧΩǎέ ŀǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜŀǘΣ L ǘƻƻƪ ƻŦŦ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōƛƪŜ ǘƻ face the 
elements. 
  
What was most difficult was giving up my dream of cycling in a group. No one cycled at my speed (read, slow) or my rhythm (short, 
ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜύ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ Ƴȅ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ όǇŀǊǘƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ being 
slow meant I was anxious about getting to the campsite in time for dinner). By the time we entered Ontario, I was resigned to the fact 
that I could do each day alone, except certain hard ones, and on those days, God always gave me someone to keep me motivated and 
safe. Often it was Dawn, a lovely, strong cyclist from New Brunswick with a wonderful sense of humour.  I was with Dawn on the 
hardest weather day of all, in Saskatchewan. Early that morning, I had heard that a storm was coming, so I crammed all my rain gear 
on my bike. The day was sunny and hot until late in the afternoon when the sky suddenly went dark and lightning pealed across the 
horizon. I started pedalling and praying for all I was worth! Eventually the gale-force winds, rain, hail, thunder and lightning forced us 
off the road, where a young man (an angel in disguise) came to our aid and drove us to a hotel. As the storm was still blowing the next 
day, Dawn found a limousine service and a truck (for our bikes), so about 15 of us were spared riding 150k into a headwind and rode 
in luxury to the next campsite. It was a much-needed unscheduled day of rest. 
  
The hardest part of the whole trip was the Prairies. The Rockies, even the Coquihalla, and the Cabot Trail were easy and exhilarating 
because climbing and coasting mean you get your butt out of the seat, and training on the Sunshine Coast meant I was used to hills. 
When the westerly winds blew across the Prairies, we flew! But headwinds or crosswinds made a short day seem long and arduous. 
We baked in the hot Western summer until Ontario, where we slogged through the wettest July on record. Add to that the tornado in 
Saskatchewan and the tail-ŜƴŘ ƻŦ άIǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ .ƛƭƭέ ƛƴ bŜǿ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŀōƭŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ 
weather (except snow!) 
  
My bike kept its tune until we entered Ontario. I rode almost the whole way across Ontario with gears that did not change properly. 
Luckily, at a bike shop just before Kingston I had my gears fixed and bought a new saddle, which made the last 3 weeks considerably 
more comfortable.  By the time we got to Quebec, I was staying away from the others on the tour so I could practise my French with 
everyone I met. I savoured the time alone, to pray, to read, or to nap on a park bench. On the ride into Quebec City, a local cyclist 
came up alongside me and started to chat in French. Half an hour later, he had to turn around and go back. But not without letti ng me 
know that I had clocked 27k/hr on his cycle computer! (I usually averaged 20k). I continued at that speed for another hour or so after-
wards. 
  
An incident near the end changed my feelings about my fellow riders forever. The first day of the Cabot Trail in Nova Scotia had been 
glorious, flying up and down the hills and enjoying the views on a perfect sunny day. The next day was no less sunny, but within 15 
minutes of leaving the campsite that morning, I had not 1 but 2 flat tires! I now stood near tears by the side of the road waiting for 
the truck, where I could pack up all my gear and leave the tour. I felt absolutely defeated. As I waited, several riders cycled by and 
ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ hƴŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǇŀǊŜ ƛƴƴŜǊǘǳōŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƭƭƛŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘΥ ά/ΩƳƻƴ 9ŘƛǘƘΣ ȅƻǳ have ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΗέ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ 
rolled by, I was back on the road and smiling in the sunshine, with new determination to complete the last 3 days. I would not have 
Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ƘŀŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƛǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŀƭƭƛŜŘ ŀround me 
in the moment of my greatest need. 
  
When the 2 groups merged as we boarded the ferry from North Sydney NS to Argentia NL, I met a cyclist from the other group and we 
connected immediately. On the last 2 days, I was blessed with the perfect cycling partner ς he stayed right with me when I was slow,  
 

Continued P9... 



SETTING  THE  M ORAL  ROUNDTABLE  

BY  REV .  N EIL  F ERNYHOUGH  
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The concept of Christian morality is evolving and dynamic, and something we ordinarily like to avoid talking about.  
It can convey unpleasant images.  We may conjure up a stereotype of the hectoring, rule-bound preacher, telling his audi-
ŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘŀƳƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭƭ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ  hǊΣ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎƘǳŘŘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǾƛŎƛƻǳǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
hot-button issues like abortion, divorce, capital punishment, and homosexuality which have divided faith communities and 
destroyed relationships. 

 
Yet if one accepts a divine being, or even a more amorphously-defined spiritual reality, then it is hard to resist the 

conclusion that we live in a moral universe.  In other words, our existence is one in which our thoughts, speech, and actions 
are judged according to fundamental, universal principles of right and wrong.  Whether it is Buddhist Dharma, Islamic Sharia 
ƭŀǿΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ¢ƻǊŀƘΣ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ ŎƻŘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦ  CŀǎƘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŀ άƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ Ŧǳƭπ
filment is joined with a standard of universal values is integral to religious self-identity. 

 
For Christians, morality is informed by a number of often incongruent streams.  In our holy book, the Bible, a strict 

code of life enunciated in the Hebrew scriptures (the Old Testament) is by turns affirmed and modified (or even denied) by a 
uniquely Christian canon (the New Testament), which upholds an appeal to conscience as the basic arbiter of moral judge-
ment.  Moreover, as a syncretic religion ς that is, one that draws in people of diverse cultures and points of view, rather than 
a tribal religion like Shinto or Hinduism ς /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣέ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ  
This is already seen in the accommodation of Greco-Roman thought and cultural beliefs about right and wrong found in the 
writings of St. Paul and the Acts of the Apostles. 

 
In more recent times, Christianity has had to respond to the insights of science and modern philosophy.  It is no coin-

cidence that the end of the Reformation roughly coincided with the birth of the Enlightenment.  In part, divisions in Christi-
anity reflected increasingly diverse ways of understanding how to make moral judgements, and what those ought to be.  By 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, many Christian pastors and theologians were fighting an increasingly desperate 
rearguard action against moral relativism ς the contention that ethical principles are not universal, but are socially, cultur-
ally, and historically contextual. 

 
A main effect for contemporary Christians of both the complex foundation of Christian morality, and the ascendance 

of moral relativism has been the adoption of a sort of informal situational ethics, viewing all moral actions through the lens 
ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΦ  .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳǎΚ  Lǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪŀōƭŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜΚ  Iƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
ethical aspect of our faith, and what sort of compromises do we make with a world in which ethics and morality are opaque 
concepts? 

 
Through Advent, Wednesdays at 7pm, we will explore these issues by examining four areas:  loving our neighbour 

(presented by Bruce Morris); relations with indigenous people (presented by Paula Sampson, Director of First Nations Minis-
tries at VST); aging and the elderly (presented by Linda Varin); and consumerism and consumption (presented by me).  Infor-
mation about this program, called The Moral Roundtable: Christian Morality in the 21st Century, is available in the bulletin, on 
ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭȅŜǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

and let me draft him in headwinds, thereby saving a huge amount of energy. And we were able to chat while cycling side-by-side on 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƛƳŜ Ŧƭȅ ōȅΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Řŀȅ όƛƴǘƻ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎύΣ ǿŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀnd had to 
find alternate routes without the help of our map. Detoured, we knew the final dinner had already started. But when we finally 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀrrival. 
  
The last 2 days transformed the summer for me, so that I ended on a higher note than I thought possible. These days confirmed for 
me the most important lesson that I learned while sitting on my bike for thousands of miles ς ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ what you are doing that makes 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ who you are doing it with. Riding the last 2 days with Ed made ¢ƻǳǊ Řǳ /ŀƴŀŘŀ Ωлф the most incredible 
summer of my life. I thank God for giving me his company on the last 2 days to make up for the heartache of the previous 70. 
  
²ƻǳƭŘ L Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΚ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘΦ .ǳǘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ  ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ōƛƪŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ LΩƳ ŀōƭŜΦ hƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ is for 
ǎǳǊŜΥ LΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇǳǎƘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘhe limit, 
or even just beyond what we think we can do, God is always there to give us what we need, always just at the moment when we need 
it most. 



{ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ tƛŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ, a newly formed group of enthusiastic bakers, held a very successful 

Thanksgiving Pie Sale on Saturday, October 10, 2009 in the church hall.  Parishioners got 

involved by donating funds and fruit for ingredients; fruit from their gardens, picking 

blackberries, supplying flour, sugar, shortening and pumpkin.  The Society members were 

delighted to see 130 pies brought in for sale that morning and after only an hour and a half 

the pies were all sold.  Credit goes to those who worked hard on publicity. 
 
The response from the parish and the community was amazing.  Unfortunately several 

disappointed customers were turned away.  A café sold pie by the slice with optional ice or 

whipped cream along with tea and coffee which drew customers to sit awhile and have a 

ŎƘŀǘΦ  ! ǇƘƻǘƻ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ 

5ŀǾƛŘ aƻǳƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ϸмфсн ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ tƛŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ 

funds to General Revenue to help reduce the deficit.  A repeat next year is definitely worth 

considering.  As our rector Neil said, it was an example of parish life at its best. 

THANKSGIVING PIE SALE AT ST. HILDAõS 

L AURELLE  F INDLER  

N EWS ,  U PDATES  & A NNOUNCEMENTS  
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   {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
a good Fall session.  We continue to 
have two classes, led by Bev Dall and 
Lois Gory.  The younger group is fo-
cussing on Psalms this Fall and the 
older group is continuing to learn 
from the books of Genesis and Exo-
dus.  We have had several all-ages 
classes this Fall, including Thanksgiv-
ing and Remembrance Sunday.  We 
continue to correspond with our 
Foster Child Rehena, in Bangladesh.   

 

   We are happy to welcome Sidney 
and Jasper Bragg to our Sunday 
School, along with their mother 
Kate.  Everyone is looking forward to 
ƻǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ tŀǊǘȅ ƻƴ bƻπ
vember 28, as well as the St. Nicho-
las party on December 6.  Soon we 
will be very busy rehearsing for our 
Christmas Eve pageant! 

 

 

Melissa Paolozza 

As announced at 
the services on 
Novermber 15th, 
the Reverend Neil 

Fernyhough has been appointed to 
serve as Rector of St  Barnabas, 
New Westminster starting on Feb-
ruary 1, 2010.  We have been 
blessed by his time with us  and his 
future parishioners are fortunate 
indeed.   
 Neil has served  us very well 
as interim priest in charge for the 
last two years and has won many 
hearts in this parish.  He will be very 
much missed when he leaves . 
 In the meantime the Canoni-
cal Committee continues with the 
work of seeking a new incumbent.  
We are not at liberty to keep you 
posted during this time of searching, 
but please be assured that you will 
be notified in a timely manner when 
our work comes to fruition.    
 We ask that you please keep 
us all in your prayers. 
 

Bonnie Paetkeau 

The Library comes to 

you with the latest 

books featured on a 

table in the Narthex.  

As well please take those extra steps 

to the Gathering Room to browse 

and borrow from the extensive col-

lection in the Gathering Room. Our 

newest books are Cascadia  by 

Douglas Todd, Spiritual direction by 

Henri Nouwen, Great transforma-

tion by Karen Armstrong, In the 

realm of hungry ghosts by Gabor 

Maté, The art of aging by Sherwin 

Nuland to name a few excellent pur-

chases and donations.   You can 

even search online from home for 

books by Title, Author and Subject 

on our excellent and informative 

church website  www.sthilda.ca 

 

 

Diane Kozoris, Librarian 



O extravagant God 
In this ripening, red-tinged autumn, waken in me a sense of joy in just being alive 

Joy for nothing in general except everything in particular 
Joy in sun and rain mating with earth to birth a harvest 

Joy in soft light through shyly disrobing trees 
Joy in the acolyte moon setting halos around processing clouds 

Joy in the beating of a thousand wings mysteriously knowing which way is warm 
Wƻȅ ƛƴ ǿŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŘǎΩ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǳƴƪȅ ƻƭŘ Ŏƛǘȅ 

Joy in the taste of bread and wine, the smell of dawn, a touch, a song, a presence 
Joy in having what I cannot live without ς other people to hold and cry and laugh with 

Joy in love, in you and that all at first and last is grace 
Submitted by  Nancy Denham 

Over the past few months the www.sthilda.ca.website has been improved and updated with many new features.  
Below are some of suggestions on how to use the site. 

Visit the Bulletin Board and Special Events pages frequently as they will have the most up to date information 
about current parish activities and on other news that may be of interest to our parishioners. 

Take a look at the many video links.  

Look at a brief history of St. Hilda on Who is St. Hilda webpage. 

Listen to and see images of some of the music used at our Taizé services on the Taizé webpage. 

See slide shows concerning the Glass Sponge Reefs near Sechelt and in Hecate Strait and on the 
environmental problems of using plastic bottles on the Environmental Sustainability webpage. 

See and hear Archbishop Rowan William give a talk in 2008 on the need to support the Millennium 
Development Goals.  Go to the first of two pages devoted to the MDGs on the Outreach webpage. 

And finally search the TED video presentations on our Links page for very thought provoking fare. 

The website boasts a good number of high definition photographs from recent church events.  Go to the Photo 
Albums webpage and click on the various icons to access the pictures.  By clicking on the smaller picture a 
higher resolution one will usually appear. 

By clicking onto the Herald or the Journal icons one can access the current and back issues of our church paper and 
ǊŜŀŘ bŜƛƭΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΦ 

The About Worship ǇŀƎŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  hƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
also see the Sunday readings in large font and alternative versions from the Good As New translation of 
Scriptures. 

For those of you who want to explore our diocese but more particularly our Coast by using an interactive 
environmental map go to the Community Map on the Environmental Sustainability page.  This is truly an 
amazing device if you take the time to explore the information the Environmental Steward has placed on it for 
our local area of the Sunshine Coast. 

 

These are just a few of the websites highlights.  As you can see from the index on the left hand side of the webpage 

there are many more areas of interest for you to peruse.  If you have any thoughts or comments on how to make our 

internet site even better please feel free to contact David Moul at dmoul@dccnet.com.  
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ST .  H ILDA õS W EBSITE  

WWW . STHILDA . CA  

D AVID  M OUL  

T ED  L ODER ,  GUERILLAS OF GRACE 



 M EDITATION  & C ONTEMPLATIVE  SERVICE  AT  ST .  H ILDA õS 
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