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PILGRIMAGE—THE WAY TO WALK

BY STEPHANIE MOUL

h@dSNJ GKS LI aid aSOSNrt &SFHNR GKS GKSYS 2
ing. It was very prominent several years ago when my husband and | were planning to

head over to Spain and walk the El Camino trail, some 900km of walking. When David

became ill we set the idea aside, not having a specified time in mind to again consider

it, but not eliminating it from our future travel plans. Yet the theme of pilgrimage has
returned quite forcefully to my thinking - not as a destination but as a way of living. In
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Bishop Michael used the word pilgrimage when he was speaking at his recent visit to

{G I1'AfRIFQa YR KS alLk1S 2F K2g¢ | LAt INR
This shed some light on why the idea of pilgrimage has become such a theme or a pur-

suit for me. My soul, my heart, my whole being, longs to be fully engaged, daily, in

gl t1Ay3ar tSGGAYT Yeé azdAd WFSSEtQ tAFS az
that is mine to walk. To more fully embrace the contemplative life one must set their

heart on pilgrimageitseems. & . f SEaSR N8 (GK2aS 4K2asS ai
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Ambrose Bierce (an American writer:1842-Mm oM T 0 @ NRB GS GKF G | LJIAf
A& @1 1 Sy Bishdp Nikhaetizdoke &fRistexperience in India where he joined

millions of pilgrims travelling to pay homage to one of their deities. While many

make specific destinations a pilgrimage, it cannot be defined only by place. Could it be

that daily life, walked more intentionally, is our own individual pilgrimage?

Phil Cousineau in his wonderful book, The Art Of Pilgrimage (The Art of Making Travel
{FONBRUOU 6NRGSE GKIFIG We¢KS 202S-@igetavdy LIAT 3
from it all. To set out on a pilgrimage is to throw down a challenge to everyday life.
b20KAY3 YI G0GdSNR V2 énywridags oriiths Aubjectithat@Hawg (1 dzNB £
read clearly point out that while there are times of slogging and wondering why you

even began, there are so many glorious times of knowing that this is where you were

meant to be. The ordinary is so clearly entwined with.. >> Continued Page 4
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CELEBRATING FAITH AND SERVICE
By ANNE CONNOR

On the beautiful blue and gold autumn afternoon of November 7,
2010, nearly 600 people packed into Christ Church Cathedral to witness
the induction of 49 faithful lay members of the Diocese into the Order of
New Westminster. Among them was our very own Bobbi Kelly.

The service was deliberately timed to coincide with the
OSt SoNIYGA2Y 2F it {lAyltaQ 51 @&
shook the rafters. The guest preacher, the Most Reverend John Privett,
Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of BC and Yukon, likened the
nominees to the Saints of old, representing as they do, what a faithful
Christian life looks like.

As the nominees came forward to receive their medallions, the
Warden of the Order, Judge Robert D. Watt, read a citation outlining
their achievements and their contributions to our church, an amazing
litany of service and devotion encompassing many years. Some of the
Y2YAYySSa 6SNB Ay GKSAN donQa |y

Ms. Roberta Kelly ¢ The Parish of St. Hilda, Sechelt
Bobbi has served on various parish committees and groups for many years
and is known in the parish for her caring and pastoral heart. She has a special
gift for recognizing when someone is in need and is able to come along side
them to bring them comfort.
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The presentation of all the inductees was followed by a prolonged standing ovation.

The service concluded with a Eucharist presided over by Bishop Michael and shared by those present.
¢KS OSNE FLILINPLNAIFGS wSOSaaArzylf KevYy ¢la abz2 (2
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Congratulations, Bobbi, on your well-deserved recognition for a job well done and much appreciated.

FOR LARRY AND DIANE

My Lord God,

| have no idea where | am going.

| do not see the road ahead of me.
| cannot know for certain where it will end. \ \\‘/
Nor do | really know myself,

And the fact that | think | am following your will does not mean that | am actually doing so.
But | believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you.

And | hope | have that desire in all that | am doing.

| hope that | will never do anything apart from that desire. $
And | know that if | do this, you will lead me by the right road though | may know nothing about i}‘ ¢
Therefore | will trust you always though | may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.
| will not fear, for you are ever with me,

And you will never leave me to face my perils alone.

Thomas Merton

In Memory of Larry Kozoris. Rest in peace, Larry - December 8, 2010
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WHITBY ABBEY
By BONNIE CANON

On November 14™ we celebrated the feast day of our patroness
St. Hilda of Whitby.

Last year (August 2009) one of our parishioners, Bonnie Cannon,
undertook a six week pilgrimage throughout Great Britain (see the
- Spring 2010 edition of the Herald, on our website). One of her
stops was at Whitby Abbey where she took the accompanying
photos.

Whitby Abbey is a ruined Benedictine abbey overlooking the North Sea on the East Cliff above North York-
shire, England.The remains of the abbey date from the mid-thirteenth century. The original monastery on
this sight, a mixed community under the rule of St Hilda, was founded in 657 and became a religious centre
of the first importance in the Anglo-Saxon world. The original abbey, although destroyed by the Danes in
867, was reconstructed by the Benedictines, beginning in 1070. Whitby became one of the greatest medieval
abbeys of Yorkshire.

Two ancient

These remaing®¥ graves are the

date from the only visible
mggle of the remains of the
13" century. first abbey.
ST. HILDA’S SECOND ANNUAL THANKSGIVING PIE SALE @/.ﬁ)
(é;
S\ ™

{Gdd ITATRIFIQa tAS {20ASdez +ty SyiKdzaAlIadAO INRdAzZI 2
held a very successful Thanksgiving Pie Sale on Saturday, October 9 2010, in the church hall. We rather over-
whelmed ourselves by producing over 250 pies, most of which were sold on Saturday morning and the re-

mainder, after church on Sunday. The proceeds were put to-
wards a reduction of the deficit and an upgrade of the kitchen.
Our rector Clarence led us in prayer to begin the day and then
stayed to welcome and chat with our guests. Many community
members attended, enjoying coffee and a slice of pie, since our
GOl FS¢ @Sy dz2S LINBRJARSR |y
Pie Society is grateful for the tremendous support from the en-
tire congregation, and we have discussed holding a repeat sale
for Thanksgiving 2011.
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St . Hil dads

ENVIRONMENTAL NOTES

BY DAVID MOUL, ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARD

I, as your Environmental Steward, Veronica Lo and
Sabine Jessen from the Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society (CPAWS) and Jason Herz of the
Sunshine Coast Conservation Society (SCCA) quietly
worked throughout the summer on the campaign to
protect the Glass Sponge Reefs, in the waters off the
Sunshine Coast. During that time we collected over
300 names on a Save the Glass Sponge Regefistion
and made a courtesy visit with our mascot, Mr.
Stinky, to our Member of Parliament, John Weston.

Mr. Stinky, the Glass
sponge mascot was
also introduced to the
congregation and
enthralled the
children on a special
Sunday service in
September.

We brought the issue
of protecting the
reefs to various public
venues, particularly to '
the Gibsons Salmon N

Our efforts culminated in early November, when we
appeared as a delegation before the Sunshine Coast
Regional District (SCRD) Board. All the directors,
present, voiced approval of the need to protect these
special reefs. Directors Janyk and Inkster promised to
raise the issue once again with John Weston and
bring the topic forward to the Association of
Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities (AVICC).
Furthermore, the Board pledged to bring a motion
forward for the next budget year to set aside money
for the creation and
placement of signage,
telling the glass
sponge reef story,
along the waterfront.

Hopefully, the
Department of
Fisheries and Oceans
will get the message

and designate the
reefs as no fishing
zones soon, as

trawling and prawn
fishing are the major

Her al d,

Fest and to the Davis Bay/Wilson Creek Commun“ity destroyers  of the
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and the SCCA, | gave a well received presentation.

PILGRIMAGE, CONTINUED FROM COVER...

...the extraordinary in being intentional. ¢ KA & LIAf ANARYIF3IS Aa y24 lFo2dzi GKS
YR GKS WgKeQ GKIFIG SylrofSa YS (2 SYo NlitdDithititKks®ned I ONEB

life | encounter the Holy One, on this road with its stages of construction and re-working, the places of rest and
contemplation, times of smooth sailing, roads with companions and sacred partnerships, parts that are walked in

solitude. 1I0 St AS@PS (KIFG SOSNE Y2YSyld KSNBI SOSNE Qo fl1AYy:
down challenge and adventure. Perhaps as we choose to embrace those challenges and adventures we will

become more aware of our companion, the Holy One, who is already on this pilgrimage with us.

Our life pilgrimage will have a multitude of stages to it. In our Christian tradition we have just begun another
part of our sacred walk - the pilgrimage towards what will be birthed within each of us as we intentionally walk
this sacred path of Advent.
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NDANDINI SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
By STEPHANIE MoOuUL

Plant the seeds and watch what willgrow! ¢ KA & A& | 3INBFIG GKSYS (2 RS
FNRY GKS w20l NEB /fdzo Ay {SOKStdGxX gA0K ¢SNNE ! Yol
to the community of Ndandini. The funds were raised for the well and when it was completed an abundance

of waterwas found. ¢ KSYy | RRAUGA2Y I § szyRc B S Tl T QA K
raise were used to provide the irrigation system and the construction SUDAN 8 ETHiopiA
of a green house. In recent photos that Terry provided through the /_JM/ \\//\_-
website (http://www.ndandini.blogspot.com/), there is a glorious ‘ il
crop of tomatoes growing, laden with fruit, and the hope of an abun- yecanpa Mt
dant crop. The spinach plants are coming along, looking healthy, and Mg i KAE N Y-A e
being tended by the students in the school where the greenhouse is. o o Eldoret 1 =
Kisumu = Nghlm ‘Mi‘ Kanya

Lake Nyeri 2197M

A new seed is being planted in Ndandini - the seeds for a scholarship  vicioria <MEsiee

fund. Joan Merrick, who recently went to Africa with Jan and Terry, Nairobi “yachatos

has begun work on a scholarship fund. Joan writes : " (Vationgs

G2KAES 2y alFFIFINR AYy YSyel Ay Pl e P dzLJ
privilege of visiting Ndandini Primary School in a remote village in mu‘%ﬁma\ °  OCEAN

Kenya. 0 100 miles
After returning from Kenya, | volunteered to organize a sponsorship
program to provide funding for some of the at-risk and needy students in the Kyaithani High School. Unlike
Canada, families in Kenya have to pay school fees and provide uniforms and books in order for their children
to attend high school. Many children are forced to drop out because with family incomes of less than $1 per
day, their families cannot afford to pay the school costs.

©Oxford Cartographers Tsavo Lamu _

5°8

0 100 kilometres yoop

20,000 Kenyan Shillings ($300) will provide funding for school fees, a uniform and books for a child for a
year. Sponsors will receive information about the children being sponsored, photos and letters. The pro-
gram will work similar to other larger charities, however, in this case no money will go to fund administra-
tion - 100% will go to the school which will account for the funds.

a® A2l f Aa G2 KIFI@S GKS LINBAIANIY Ay LI I OS FT2N GKS
The principal of the school, Ngumbi Kimali, has written about his support and commitment to this project on
the Ndandini website (indicated above).

This scholarship fund is one of several projects under the www.onevillageatatime.ca.blogspot.com project
umbrella. Any donations to this fund will receive a Canadian Tax receipt. (Note: You can also make dona-
GA2ya& o0& dzaAy3a @2dz2NJ OKdzZNOK Sy @St 21JSa FyR RSaAdayl
has been collected it will be forwarded to the non profit society). If you wish more information on this con-

tinuing project in Ndandini, contact Joan Merrick at Jmerrick@dccnet.com. To date $1100 has been do-

nated which provides for 3 children and a 4th almost being covered.

All of this just continues to show that the commitment of Terry and his Rotary club was not just to put
accessible water into Ndandini, but to continue to partner with this community. In following the updates on
their blog we can see how much this project is allowing a community to grow in new and wonderful ways.



http://www.ndandini.blogspot.com/
http://www.onevillageatatime.ca.blogspot.com/
mailto:Jmerrick@dccnet.com
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BISHOP MICHAEL INGHAM VISITS ST. HILDA’S
By DAVID MoOUL

.AAK2L) aAOKIF St Ly3aKFEY YIRS |
start of the Advent season during the last weekend in November.
On the Saturday, he took on a teaching role and directed a mini
O2y FSNBYyOS 2y AYyUiSNI FIFAGK RA
tlGKglea (2 D2Ré® ¢KS aSYAyY!
were graced by several guests identifying themselves from the

I K QAX WSgAaK YR . dZRRKAAID
knowledgeable way the bishop delved into the topic of widening
our views of God.

He used statistics, particularly census

data, to demonstrate that our assumptions about religious growth throughout
the world, Canada, and B.C. may be based on stereotypes and not based upon
facts. He introduced us to the ideas from the noted Catholic scholar, Hans
Kung and used his classification of the historic world religions into three types:
prophetic (Judaism, Christianity, Islam); mystical (Buddhism and Hinduism)
and; wisdom (Confucianism and Taoism). The works of Frithjof Schuon, a Swiss
Scholar and expert on comparative religions were also discussed. Schuon
J= proposes that all knowledge is from the same source and it all radiates from
m ! the same transcendent point. Schuon also talks of two psychological states of
religious awareness which he calls exoteric and esoteric. The bishop brought these concepts to life and
made them very accessible to the participants.

One of the more interesting exercises, during the day, was a comparison of two versions of the parable of

the prodigal son; one from a Buddhist source (Lotus Sutra 4, hundreds of years before Christ) and the other
FTNRY GKS D2alLlSftf 2F [dzl So | S Of 243 SR (K $aithRdlaBiofsa & -
from the Lambeth Conference of 1998. He said he was quite proud that the Lambeth Conference was
L2aAGADBS YR 2Ly G2 20KSNJ FFAGUKA FYyR aSSYSR G2

On the First Sunday of Advent the bishop presided over the Eucharist, talked to the children and gave the
homily. In his talk to the children he compared the properties of light to those of Jesus and God.

He noted that light is invisible. Its characteristics only become known when the light shines onto an object
and is reflected back to the eye. God is similarly invisible, but as Jesus shows when we practice love,
O2YLI aaArz2yzx LISIOS FyR 2dzadA0S D2R Oly o6S (y2¢y 0
0 .We are facing a new and radical
imperative today. God is calling us
into a new solidarity with people

of other religious fai
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BISHOP’S VISIT, CONTINUED...

In his sermon Bishop Michael gave another interpretation to the story of Jacob and Esau, one that rings true
today C a story about the continuing tragedy of ethnic conflict. He ended his reflections and time with us

with the following :

¢ KS

GLY Y& @GASgI yR Ay GKS @OASe 2F Iy AYyONBI &
are facing a new and radical imperative today. God is calling us into a new soli-
darity with people of other religious faiths. We have to move from hostility to
partnership. As Hans Kung has said, there will be no world peace without peace
0SG6SSYy GKS $2NIRQA NBfAIA2YAT YR GKSNB 41
NEf A3A2ya ¢AGK2dzi RAIFIf23dz2S 0SG6SSy GKS
GFral o0STF2NB GKS / KNRAGALFY OKdIzZNOK ®E

. AAK2LIQ4 OASGAEAST dzy F2Nlidzyl 6Ste OFyy2i 0S5 adzy

seek out the following:

-aA OKI St L yNaKsions@fihe S8p@The Gospel in a Multi Faith Woddvailable in
the church library. Chapters 8 and 9 are particularly relevant.

- The Thirty Theses on Inter- Faith relations from the Lambeth Conference 1998.
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/ministry/mission/resources/documents/1998lambethsection2.pdf

Pages 14 ¢ 19.\

- First Sunday of Advent sermon by Bishop Michael Ingham. www.sthilda.ca See Bulletin Board



http://www.anglicancommunion.org/ministry/mission/resources/documents/1998lambethsection%20%202.pdf
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/ministry/mission/resources/documents/1998lambethsection%20%202.pdf
http://www.sthilda.ca/
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SURPRISES IN 17 SYLLABLES
BY JILL HALLIWELL

If you like surprises, you might like silent retreats. In

the past couple of years, I've attended a number of Generosity
silent retreats, coordinated by Co.ntemplatlve Out- Pine cone windfall
reach of Greater Vancouver, ranging from 1-day, 3- ] )

days, or 7-days. The one thing they have all had in Strewn with wild abandon
common is surprise. There is something about taking | jke unconditional love
intentional time away, sharing individual and commu-

nal silence that attunes within, an expectant, listen-

ing, and seeing heart. You Canot Cat ch M
As | write this, I've just returned from a one-day silent  Just out of reach
retreat, in preparation for the season of Advent. | A robin flutters ahead

actually went hoping for nothing more than a quiet,

LIS OSFdA REe&x odai 2yo0s PHIWINPIGCaIRlynInnasR o ae
{2y 2F aly gAftf 02YS @gKSy @&2dz ftSIHad SELISOG A P ¢

great thing about surprises, is you don't have to do
anything to make them happen. In fact, you can't Evening Vespers
make them happen. You just need to be opentono- | gke serene

tice and receive.

Ends day in sun -dappled colour
During the retreat time provided for personal reflec- Canoe rests in the glow

tion, | took my camera outside and just started taking

a few pictures of some of the natural beauty | saw.

Then something told me to go back and really look. Heart Throb

And then of course | 'saw' what | really needed to .
'see'. Recognizing the Holy Spirit breaking through to Encounter with the Lover

show me what had evaded me for months as I strug-  \Where shall we spend the night?

gled with myself. What a gift. Your heart or mine?

Sometimes the surprise can also include the medium.

In May | attended a 6-day retreat at Bethlehem Cen-

tre in Nanaimo. This is where | was introduced to my ~ SlOw Dance
'surprises in seventeen syllables'. That retreat, led by Meditative stroll
Wendy Eyre Grey and using a DVD teaching seminar
by Richard Rohr and Thomas Keating, focused on be- U.nder a canopy of green
ing in 'the now'. One of the practices introduced to Like a slow dance

assist our attention to the 'now’, was writing Haiku, a

form of Japanese poetry in seventeen syllables. Ex-

pressing an experience of the natural world in such a Labyrinth Worship

succinct form can be very illumining. Strictly speak- Footsteps in unison

ing, Haiku uses three lines of 5-7-5 syllables each, but . .
can vary. That week the Holy Spirit captured me with Like one Smgle DUIse
Haiku, and | ended up writing almost 50 Haiku verses! Beating in the same heart
I'd like to leave you with a few here.
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SURPRISES BY JILL HALLIWELL, CONTINUED... /
-
Lullaby Spring Shower
Sodden trees dripping Carpet of petals
Having nouri shed t oWaslypinkthetglistering ad
Lull me now to sleep Softening the day

Peace Offering
Steam rising from tea

% Soothing the day in comfort
el | nfused with Godds |
Weather Dance Last Dance
Oh fickle day Setting sunod6és ray
Sun cloud rain hail and sun again Catch a multitude of silver wings
My heart swings likewise Having last dance

Quicksand

Earth sucking my feet
Grounding me in all being
Good place to get stuck

The Invitation Disrobing
Labyrinth threshold Loveds holy circl
Tears break open my heart Sixteen robed women wait
When you invite me inside To sink in the deep end
Robert S. Watson
. . Gard,
Advertise in \ “NP.C Diloma 167

2 U6 w' b|C
Herald!

Lawns * flowers * pruning

Sechelt, British Columbia,  Tel. 604 885- 1057
Canada VON3A4 Cell 604 56444861
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CINEMA CORNER: MICMACS REVIEW

BY STEPHANIE MOUL

Movies and books always speak, in some way, of the Ay3aSyAz2dza alft@gr3sS FNIAAQG

human condition - every emotion, every struggle, survival,
life and death, relationships and redemption. Hence we
each connect to what we see or read in the ways that
speak to our own condition. Movies
that speak to the human condition
using humour and satire are often
ones we remember for years
afterwards. One such movie is
Micmacs. This French film is billed as
I qaldANB 2y (GKS
yet it spoke to me much more as a
deeply compassionate look at how

the marginalized form community

and family. This film is directed by Jean Pierre Jeunet
who also directed the beautiful film Amelie.

Bazil (actor Danny Boon), the main character, lost his
father when he was a child. His father is killed by a land
mine in what looks like the Middle East. As an adult, Bazil
while working in a video store is injured by a stray

bullet. When he leaves hospital he discovers he has been
evicted from his apartment and has lost everything. Now
he is jobless and out of funds. Soon he meets up with an

yard where Bazil meets a whole community of

misfits. There is a junk dealer, a statistician, a
contortionist, as well as several others in this junkyard
home. This group of eclectic and
creative people form a family that is
willing to be there for each other,
believe in each other, and make the
ordinary seem full of

adventure. There are quirky
€haracteristics that draw you into this
WTlIYAEEQ a GKSe
Bazil, or volunteer to assist him in his
plot to bring down the arms dealers
who built the land mines and the manufacturers of the
bullets that injured him and killed his father.

This delightful film had me laughing the whole way
through at the shenanigans they get up to in their joint
scheme of revenge on the arms dealers. It is definitely
worth renting this DVD if you want to see the world
through a different paradigm. French with subtitles.

P gFAflofS G {ARQ& *ARA

FI1LM SERIES FEEDBACK
By JILL HALLIWELL

R

St. Hilda's inaugural Social Justice Documentary Series took place this Fall with an excellent line-up. Balanced between
environmental, peace and social justice themes, the four films highlight subjects which deserve both our reflection and
our action. That is what makes watching a social justice film different than any other film. You can't watch the film
without asking what difference does this make to me? Will | take some action to do something differently, think
differently, speak differently, understand differently, see differently? Am I changed in some way?

Watching countless news items often leaves us numbed, while a full length documentary provides far more
perspective, and engages the mind and heart. The opportunity for discussion following each of the films was extremely
valuable. The stories we heard this Fall from 'Water on the Table', about the risks of the future of water as a
commodity; from 'Topahdewin: The Gladys Cook Story', about the remarkable life of an Anglican aboriginal survivor of
a residential school; and from 'Fresh: New Thinking About What We Are Eating', left the audience moved and hopeful
that action and change can happen... starting with me.

Although the documentary series drew considerable attention from the community at large, it drew just a few
parishioners. We are interested in feedback from those who would like to attend these films but are unable to do so
because of scheduling conflicts or prior commitments, on Thursday evenings. Please let Clarence know if different
timing would help.

Due to an early winter snowfall, we have the opportunity to reschedule the last film, 'This Dust of Words' which tells
and haunting and compassionate story about Elizabeth Wiltsee, a brilliant woman, whose life was impacted by mental
illness. Watch for the new screening date. Hope to see you there.

%

Her al d
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REVIEW: CANADIAN BADLANDS PASSION PLAY, DRUMHELLER, ALBERTA
By URSULA DOWDS

| was the driver for our road trip this past summer. People are advised to bring sunscreen, a hat, rain
That in itself is quite a story, but | wanted to tell you poncho, cushion, blanket, spray bottle for cool mist
about our destination instead. My parents and or a small wet hand-towel, a water bottle, and
husband and | went to see The Passion Playnacks, although they do sell ice cream too. The show

performed in Drumheller last July. It was awesome!
I'd heard about it from friends and looked it up on
line, so last spring | purchased great seats and
eagerly waited for July.

Opening night was just fabulous. We felt sorry for
all the performers in their big heavy costumes in the
hot Alberta sun, but they did a great show in a
natural amphitheater in the badlands on the edge of
Drumheller. Next year will be the 20" annual
performance; they do six shows, each three hours
long, one a day in July, Friday to Sunday at either
three and six pm. Since we attended the evening
show,we were relieved when the sun slipped behind
the hills.

is all outside and goes on, rain or shine. Since the
parking lot is huge, give yourself plenty of time to
park and either walk or shuttle to the viewing stands.
We thoroughly enjoyed the magical, very moving
show and would recommend it to everyone. Just
google Passion Play Drumhellend you're there. It is
well worth the ticket price and there is nice scenery
along the way!

For more information go to the Canadian Badlands
Passion Play website:
http://www.travelwithachallenge.com/Canadian-
Badlands-Passion-Play.htm

ps. We don't
Drumbheller.

recommend the Econolodge in

Shepherds and kings,
following hopes and
stars that take them
deep into the night.
How far have they
come? We should really
know, for certainly,
everyone is a shepherd £
and king.

From the song Shepherd and Kings, The Monks of Weston Priory

DS IZAIDSIZ A SIZAIESZAISSIZAISS 24
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5838 Barnacle Street
Sechelt, BC VON 3A0

Phone: 604-885-5019
Fax: 604-885-0759

E-mail: admin@sthilda.ca

www.sthilda.ca

ADVENT MUSINGS BY Lois GORY

| wondered, what would Christmas be
Without the tinsel, without the tree

No presents for the girl and boy

Would it be Christmas, would there be Joy?

No rushing crowd, no checklist done,
No party time and raucous fun,

Just the straw and gentle beast
Would it be Christmas, would there be Peace?

No lighted house, no festive board,

The roasted bird, the wine out-poured
Just poor herdsmen on a windy slope-

What if there were no family
Or friends close by to comfort me
Just cold black sky and stars above-

Is this still Christmas, is this still Love?

Would it be Christmas, would there be Hope?
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