   Saint Hilda’s by the Sea Anglican Church

    (Open arms, open hearts, open minds) 



      We  welcome everyone.
       Taizé Service   - An inner journey
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               Icon for August    Black Elk
Simplicity is the format for our hour long candlelight Taizé service.
We begin a few minutes prior to 7:00 P.M. on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.  (3rd Sunday only during July, August, and September)
Our Taizé service is comprised of six parts which often parallel the mystical meditative journey.
Part One  - Preparation

To the sounds of meditative music you are asked to place a lighted candle on the Taizé table in front of the altar.  
Then you are to find a comfortable place to sit and to try to focus on being intentional about what hopes you have for the meditation or contemplative period to come.

Part Two – The Journey Begins -  Letting Go

Beginning with the bells of Taizé and the first chant the service begins.  During this period you are invited to listen to several spiritual reflections.   Following each spiritual reading you are encouraged to raise your voice in chant, in English or Latin to the simple Taizé songs presented.  The meditative character of these beautiful, yet simple songs repeated over and over permit you to center yourself.  An inner calming begins.

Part Three – Illumination

Illumination is a fifteen minute period of silence.  Here you have an opportunity to silently pray, reflect, contemplate or meditate.  For those who know Centering Prayer or any other meditative form using a sacred word or mantra this time allows the mind and heart to be open to the Presence and to receive that which may be given.

‘Silence means leaving to God what is beyond my reach and capacity.’

 ‘When words and thoughts come to an end, God is praised in silent wonder and admiration.’

Part Four – Union

Union begins after the period of silence has ended and the reflections and chanting resume.  Any insights received or problems clarified are taken back out into the world.  You may likely feel grounded and empowered and in communion with the Holy, for silence has calmed the agitated and restless mind.  
‘The reasons not to love and not to forgive fade into insignificance.  Inner peace leads to union with God and we take that love of God back out into the world.’

Part Five – Final Blessings
We wish each other and all creation “Deep Peace.”
Part six – The Dismissal

The candles are extinguished.

We quietly go out into the night.

           Taizé Songs for August 2011
Stay With Me


Stay with me.  Remain here with me.  



Watch and pray.  Watch and pray.
Confitemini Domino

Confitemini Domino quo ni am 




bonus.  Confitemini Domino alleluia.  



(Come and fill our hearts with your 




peace.  You alone, O Lord are holy.  




Come and fill our hearts with your 




peace, alleluia!)
With You O Lord

With you, O Lord, is life in all its 




fullness, and in your light we shall see 



true light.

Shalom                                  Shalom, Shalom etc.

Silence***** Silence*****  Silence***** Silence
Ubi Caritas


Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi 



est.  (Where there is charity and love, God 



is to be found.)
My Peace


My peace I leave you, my peace I give 



you, trouble not your hearts.  My peace I 



leave you, my peace I give you, be not 



afraid.
The Kingdom Of God
The kingdom of God is justice and 



peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  Come, 



Lord, and open in us the gates of your 



kingdom.

Nunc Dimittis


Nunc dimittis servum tuum Domine, 



(Domine) secundum verbrum tuum in 



pace. (Domine)  (Let your servant now 



go in peace, Lord.)



Meditative Music
Prefatory Music 
Gregorian Chant
Various Artists





Final Blessings

Deep Peace       Shania Noll
*Icons

Icons are traditionally used at Taizé services. 
Icons, traditional or contemporary, serve to provoke us to see, reflected in the persons or images depicted, the many facets of the face of God.
 
 August Icon         Black Elk    (1863 – 1950)     




When he was nine years old, Black Elk, the great Oglala holy man, was shown a magnificent vision by the sacred Thunder-beings of the West, which changed his life. He was taken up into the heavens and given powers to heal and protect his people. He was also shown glimpses of their future. He was charged with their welfare and given a symbolic red staff to plant in their midst and bring to life. The vision took on universal qualities. "And I saw that the sacred hoop of my people was one of many hoops that made one circle, wide as daylight and as starlight, and in the center grew one mighty flowering tree to shelter all the children of one mother and one father." 

Several years later he was present at the Battle of the Little Big Horn. In 1886 he joined Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show so that he could learn more about white people and their ways. His travels with Buffalo Bill in Europe had a lasting impression on him. In 1889, he returned to his tribe and the following year survived the slaughter at Wounded Knee. 

Although he became a Roman Catholic and even worked with the Jesuit missionaries as a lay catechist, his vision and its responsibilities continued to haunt him. The missionaries insisted that he abandon the traditional religion of his people, but in his old age he collaborated with two Anglo-American writers to record the sacred rites of the Lakota, and his own life and shamanic vision. He grieved that he had never been able to care for his people as he had been charged -- to bring the sacred red staff to life -- and asked to be taken to Harney Peak in the Black Hills so that he could pray for this once more. 

In this icon, the Thunder-beings, are depicted as flaming eyes, for they have no bodies, but only eyes from which bolts of lightning flash. They are spirits who purify the earth. Black Elk is praying for the earth and its people with his sacred pipe. The red staff, planted in the great hoop which is our planet, has brought forth its first leaf as a symbol of life and hope.

