
The church was packed for the Service of Induction, 
and a very fine procession of diocesan clergy including 
Bishop Michael Ingham led the way in.  The 
excitement in the church was palpable.  The choir was 
ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎΩ ŎƘƻƛǊ 
(unfortunately some of them went to Squamish by 
ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΗύ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ǾƻŎŀƭ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΦ wŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
singing  was splendid ς both choir and congregation 
doing a great job. 
 
Many members of the congregation were included in 
the presentations to our new Rector, which included 
gifts of water, bread and wine, a bible, and the keys of 
the church among others.   It was a special pleasure to 
have Terry Aleck, representing the First Nations, 
present oil as a symbol of reconciliation and healing.  
One of many joyous moments was when helium 

balloons went soaring to the roof, to the astonishment of Joshua Paolozza, who had 
presented them ς did Clarence let them go on purpose, those perfectly good 
balloons!? 

 
Fr. Ronald Raab, C.S.C. preached an excellent and challenging sermon, and was 

good enough to lead a workshop the next day and Monday evening.   
 
Clarence had only been with us for 6 days, and some very fast planning was 

required for his Induction by Bishop Michael.  The wardens would like to thank 
Clarence for his energy and attention to detail, Bruce, for taking care of the details of 
the actual service, and the ACW for organising the refreshments.  It was a splendid 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎΦ 

Herald Submissions 
Submit your photos, articles, or 
notices to: admin@sthilda.ca, or 
drop them off at the Church Of-
fice. 
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!ǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ άƳŀƪŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴŜǿΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ 
brings all things new on the Earth,  we begin this edition of the Herald with a look at  a 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ άǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴŜǿέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ нлмлΣ wŜǾΦ bŜƛƭ CŜǊƴȅƘƻǳƎƘΣ 
our interim priest, moved on to a new parish, and shortly thereafter came the arrival 
of our new Rector, Rev. Clarence Li.  With warm hearts and much thanks we said good-
bye to Neil, while the same warmth and thankfulnessτ along with much 
anticipationτwe welcomed Clarence  and his partner Dave to our parish and 
community!   

S p r i n g  2 0 1 0  



St Francis of Assisi (1182 ς мннсύ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎΦ  [ŀǎǘ 
October we celebrated his feast day by blessing the animals in the church.   His 
message of love for the earth and her creatures is an inspiration for the 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΦ   ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƛȊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜǎ 
one of his icons in their Sunday services. 
 
Because April is the pre-eminent month of Spring, the month of resurrection, when 
the earth once again returns to abundant life, it seems timely then for a brief 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ άThe Tao of Liberation τ Exploring the Ecology of 
Transformationέ ōȅ aŀǊƪ IŀǘƘŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘƻ .ƻŦŦύ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅΣ {ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
and cultures.  Humanity can be proud to have produced a son with such love, 
tenderness, and care for all that exists and lives.  He is the spontaneous point of 
reference for an ecological attitude that befriends all beings, who lives lovingly with them and protects them from 
threats, who cares for them as sisters and brothers.  He knew how to find God in all things.  He welcomed with joy 
the sufferings and contradictions of life.  He established a covenant with the deepest of roots in the Earth and 
with great humility joined with all beings to sing ς together with them, and not just through them ς hymns of 
praise to the beauty and wholeness of creation. 
 
As an archetype, Francis broke through to the collective unconscious of humanity, in the West and in the East, 
and from this place the beneficent energies that open us to loving relationships with all creatures, as though we 
were living in an earthly paradise.  He shows us that we are not condemned to being the persistent aggressors of 
nature.  Instead, we can choose to be guardian angels who protect, care for, and transform the Earth into a 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǎƳƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 
 
Note: Earth Day is celebrated all day Sunday,  April 25, at the Roberts Creek Pier. 

H ATS  O FF  TO  N EIL !  

BY  M AGGIE  SCOTT  
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 bŜƛƭΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΥ  ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ 
to let him go, gladness that he has a new parish in New Westminster, 
gratitude for the way he has helped us heal from past hurts, and 
anticipation hoping for an exciting future with our new priest, Clarence Li. 
The children started the goodbye proceedings  after communion ς each 
ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ Ƙŀǘ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƻŦ bŜƛƭΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ŦŜǘƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƴƎ ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
Ƙŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜέΦ 
 
Then we all went into the hall, which was set up for a fabulous pot luck 
ƭǳƴŎƘΦ  Iŀǘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƧŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ Ƙŀǘ ŦƻǊ 
Neil from Linda Varin, jokes were told, many presentations were made, 
and Neil was well and truly roasted.  As a parish, we gave Neil a talking 
stick, made by a local carver, and a photo of local old growth forest which 

we hope he will frame for his new living room, with the cash balance.  Our love and best wishes go with you, 
Neil.  Thank you for all you have done for us! 

ST .  F RANCIS  OF  A SSISI:   I CON  OF  ECOLOGICAL  SPIRITUALITY   

BY  D AVID  M OUL ,  ENVIRONMENTAL  STEWARD  
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I ONA :   A D REAM ,  A R EALITY  

BY  BONNIE  CANON  

 I had never heard of Iona until I started 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ {ǘ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘΦ  Grieving, 
looking for peace and community, Margy and Mark 
started me on the path that took me to this little 
island.  Initially I took a course at VST with Father 
Thomas Keating and Centering Prayer which helped me 
focus on a new single journey in my life.  My frugal 
{ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƪŜǇǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ - άƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŘŀȅέΦ   The course, Celtic 
Christianity with Jonathan 
Wooding from Lampeter, 
Wales kept jumping out at 
me.  And so, my journey 
towards Iona began. 
 
Our church library here at St 
IƛƭŘŀΩǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ 
point.  I delved into the 
books on Iona, Celticness, 
Desert Fathers and 
Pilgrimage.  A new map for 
my life began unfolding and 
in August 2009 I began to 
travel on a new road as I 
headed to Great Britain for six 
weeks.  This was my first big 
trip away in my whole life!    
 
The journey was divided up with one week spent on 
Iona, and the other five weeks touring Scotland, Ireland 
and parts of England and Wales.  Yet all of the journey 
was in fact a spiritual pilgrimage - one of body, mind, 
heart and soul seeking the deeper things of life.  Iona 
was magical, unbelievably spiritual and totally life 
changing.  A pretty sparse island, not large, is said to be 
the foundation of early Christianity founded by St 
Columba.   aȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 
House, built in 1884, and we also had our daily courses 
here.  There was time each day to also explore other 
places on the Island. 
 
The highlights for me were: 
 
1) I was privileged to lead the Compline service four of 
the nights I was there that was made up of local 

residents as well as members of our group.  After the 
initial intimidation passed, it was lovely to be in that 
ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ƭƛǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
presence. 
 
нύ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ǘΦ hǊŀƴΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ 
grave yard and felt very mystical.  I was drawn to it 
each day on my walk.  On my last day  I went in and lit 
a candle and then went outside.  A lady went in just as I 

felt and started singing.  Her 
voice totally surrounded me 
as I stood there, leaving me 
spellbound.  Fifteen minutes 
later she came out, smiled, 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ƙŀǎ 
pretty fine acoustics.  I 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴέ ŀƴŘ 
walked away.  It is a moment 
that I will never forget! 
 
3)The Nunnery is an 
unrestored ruin of serious 
awe.  It is the only old 
structure on the island that 

has not been restored and I 
continually wondered why.  I 

spent much time there in contemplation, wonder and 
curiosity.  Just outside of the boundary of this Nunnery 
were six graves and I was told that they were the 
ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ΨǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΩΦ  This was, 
and still is, a compelling story to me. 
 
Iona seemed like such another world.  The classes were 
so interesting and created a desire to learn and explore 
more of this ancient Celtic world.  But the Island itself 
was the surprise for me, creating yet a greater desire to 
learn and explore more about this place, a Holy place.   
 
I left with a sense that I had been in a place I had never 
experienced before.  A place where God and I walked 
as never before, in peace, oneness and rest.  

The Nunnery  



Q:  Tell me a bit 
a b o u t  y o u r 
background ς when/
where you were 
born? How many 
brothers/sisters do 
you have? What 
brought you to 
Canada and also 
p lease brie f ly 
introduce us to your 
partner, David. 
 
 

A:  I was born in 1971.  My given name at birth was 
Wing On, two Chinese characters meaning 
intelligence and peace.  I have one older brother 
named Wing Him, which means intelligence and 
humility.  My brother and I grew up attending 
Catholic schools run by De La Salle Brothers.  Picking 
up an English name in school was a fashionable thing 
to do then.  That is how my brother and I became 
Andrew and Clarence (only after trying out various 
names over the year!). 
 
Growing up during the last days of colonial Hong 
Kong was like a pleasantly challenging 
adventure.  ¢ƘŜ Ωтлǎ ŀƴŘ Ωулǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ 
when the economy took flight in Hong Kong 
(somewhat like what is happening to China in recent 
years).  There were lots of opportunities for 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 
seemed to parallel the double-digit economic growth 
of the city every year.  The signing of the Sino-British 
Joint Declaration in 1984 was a pivotal moment in 
the history of Hong Kong.  The Declaration 
confirmed the return of sovereignty of Hong Kong 
from the British back to the People's Republic of 
China in 1997.  A large majority of people living in 
Hong Kong at that time were refugees from PRC 
during the Cultural Revolution.  It is not surprising 
that the event triggered a mass exodus of people 
trying to emigrate to another country.  My parents 
jumped on that bandwagon in 1989.  Five months 

after the pro-democracy crackdown in Tiananmen 
Square in Beijing, my brother and I found ourselves 
in Vancouver on student visas.  We got our landing 
papers the following year, and the Canadian 
experiment began.   
 
David, who is he?  Just kidding!  We met online but 
we resisted meeting each other for a whole year 
until that Saturday afternoon at Melriches 
Coffeehouse in the Westend.  The rest is 
history.  David was born in Toronto and his family 
moved to Calgary when he was in his teens.   
 
Q:  Had you been to the Sunshine Coast before 
ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘ IƛƭŘŀΩǎΚ LŦ ǎƻΣ ǿƘŜƴΚ 
 
A:  Yes, I had been to the Coast several times before 
applying to St. Hilda's.   A good friend of my parents 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ [ƻǿŜΩǎ wŜǎƻǊǘ ƛƴ 
Pender Harbour.  My first visit to St. Hilda's was in 
the summer of 2005, just months after I met Dave.  I 
invited him to come along to an Integrity event held 
at St. Hilda's.  It was a sunny romantic summer day. 
No wonder the parish left such a good impression to 
both of us.   
 
Q:  What was your first impression of the Coast and 
ƻŦ  {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀΩǎΚ 
 
My first impression of the Coast: an idyllic resort 
ǘƻǿƴ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŜŀǳǘȅΦ [Ŝǘϥǎ ǎŀȅΣ άƛǘϥǎ 
DƻŘϥǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέΦ  aȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ IƛƭŘŀϥǎ  
came from looking at the cover picture on the Parish 
Profile:  In the picture, the community appeared to 
be upholding the individual who was walking the 
labyrinthτa perfect image of the values that St. 

IƛƭŘŀΩǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜǎ 
and holds true: 
inviting, diverse, 
i n c l u s i v e , 
j o u r n e y i n g , 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
spiritual path while 

affirming community. It warmed my heart. 
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REV .  C LARENCE  L I :  THE  I NTERVIEW  
SUBMITTED  BY  JANET  COLLINS  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q:   You have spent a great deal of your life and 
career working with individuals and communities 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ όLΩƳ 
thinking of your time at St. James in Vancouver and 
ŀǘ [Ω!ǊŎƘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
gay man and a visible minority). How did those 
experiences shape your vision of ministry? Your 
world view? 
 
A:  My model of ministry has been greatly shaped by 
my two years living in [Ω!ǊŎƘŜ, a community where 
people of varied intellectual and physical abilities 
share lives and help each other discover their 
belovedness and vocations.  Mutuality and 
forgiveness lie at the heart of community life and are 
practiced and celebrated daily.  I believe that people 
are primarily connected by our common brokenness 
and our desire to be whole.  To be Church is to create 
a safe and welcoming holy space where lives in their 
full complexity are shared, connected, and left to be 
transformed through grace and forgiveness of 
God.  aȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎΩ ƛƴ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΩǎ 
Downtown Eastside has among many things, 
convinced me that the celebration of the Eucharist is 
that holy space where all in our fullest diversity are 
invited to simply be and be transformed.  To be a 
priest is to gather, enable and empower the people 
of God into the mystical presence of God in worship 
and in their daily lives.  I was in seminary when I 
started to seriously wrestle with my sexuality.  I came 
to terms and was at peace with myself being gay 
during the years when I was at the Green House in L' 
Arche Daybreak.  It was Carol, a 57 year-old resident 
living with Downs Syndrome and an early stage 

of Alzheimer's who taught me that "I am deeply 
loved despite, period."  I felt like the love of Christ set 
me free to be the person God was calling me to be.  It 
was a gospel moment to me and has deepened my 
understanding of the work of Christ which is the love 
of God.   
 
Q:  You have a lovely sense of humour. What do you 
like to do for fun? 
 
A:  Thank you. I enjoy laughing at myself, laughing at 
the world, and laughing at God.  I enjoy the great 
outdoors, perhaps because I grew up by ocean and 
hills in Hong Kong.  I love hitting some tennis balls 
whenever I have a chance.  Dave and I both enjoy 
watching people.   
 
Q:  What inspires you?  
 
A: People's stories never cease to inspire me.  I 
always marveled at how God's fingerprints are all 
over people's life stories.  That's why I enjoy meeting 
people and I never find pastoral visits a chore.  Music 
quite often inspires me especially when it comes with 
witty brilliant lyrics.  Like the song "Willing" by 
Carolyn Arends, who I discovered recently: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on Page 11... 
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REV .  C LARENCE  L I  I NTERVIEW . . .CONTINUED  FROM  P4 

But I am willing �t to be willing 
And I am ready to be moved 
And I am longing �t for the longing 
That pulls me close to You 


